FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
AGENDA – Wednesday 11th January 2012 at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1.
Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
To welcome members to the first meeting of 2012 in respect of this Committee.
2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
None at the time of preparation of this agenda.

3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
At the time of preparation of this agenda, no questions have been received. 
6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 14th December 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 14th December 2011
Min. 303/11239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) - Flood Update (including Flood Insurance)
(i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.  
Min. (239/11) (211/11) (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) (441/10) (398/10) - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

The next Strategic Risk Assessment workshop will take place on either Saturday 14th or 21st January.
8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments 
To approve the list of payments to creditors for January 2012 totalling £32,292.64.
10.   Budget 2012/13

To approve the final Draft Budget enclosed.
11.
Grants and Subsidy Applications 
(i)
A grant application has been received, from Castle Morpeth Disability Association, towards signage in respect of vans for their ‘Handyman and Gardening Service.’  A resume is attached for members’ consideration.
(ii)
A letter has been received from Alnwick Playhouse, requesting support from MTC towards the running costs of the theatre. Members are requested to consider whether a grant application form should be issued.
12.
Policy for Industrial Action Payments
To consider the enclosed policy in respect of staff payments during industrial action.
13.   Morpeth Town Sports Award

A request has been received to restore the Castle Morpeth Sports Awards and a letter is enclosed for members’ consideration.
14.
Special Banking Provisions 

The first meeting of the working group took place on 5th January 2012 and a full report will be produced of it’s findings regarding the viability, ethical stance and convenience to the February meeting of this Committee.
15.
Area Committee Issues

Councillor Parker will give a verbal report on any significant issues raised at the meeting.
16.
NCC Pension Fund

The NCC’s Statement of Investment Principles in respect of the County Council’s Pension Fund is enclosed for members’ information.
17.
Olympiad Bellringing

MTC and NCC have been asked to support a special programme of bellringing on 27th July 2011 and are invited to comment on proposals as shown in the enclosed email.

18.
Sustainable Communities Act
A campaign to ensure the above Act is not adversely affected under proposed Government legislation has been initiated, and members are requested whether MTC should make a financial contribution in support of the same. A letter is enclosed detailing this information.
19.
Thematic Networking of Twinned Towns
Information regarding grants available for towns with existing twinning links is enclosed for members’ information. At this time, Morpeth is not twinned with another town.

20.
Councillor Reports

None have been received at the time of preparation of this agenda.
21.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.

Exclusion of Press and Public
Council members are invited to consider passing the following Resolution:

“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”
Former Town Council Offices

Vacated Allotment Site
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