FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 8th February 2012 at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1.
Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
None at the time of preparation of this agenda.

2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
None at the time of preparation of this agenda.

3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
At the time of preparation of this agenda, no questions have been received. 
6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 11th January 2012.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 11th January 2012
Min. 333/11  - Public Question time – car parking and Shoppers’ Permit
A response has been received from Northumberland County Council (NCC) and is enclosed for members’ information.

Min. 334/11 (303/11) 239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) - Flood Update (including Flood Insurance)

(i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.  

Min. 339/11 – Policy for Industrial Action Payment 

The above MTC Policy was formally adopted at the Full Council meeting in January 2012, and the appropriate deductions from staff salaries are reflected in the enclosed February payment list. 

(ii) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.  
Min. 340/11 – Morpeth Sports Award 

The Communications Group has considered the request to re-introduce the above awards. It has been agreed to facilitate a meeting of all interested parties and encourage them to organise and manage the event. 
Min. 341/11 – Special Banking Provisions 

A copy of the report in respect of the above review is enclosed for members’ consideration and adoption of the recommendation.
8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments 
To approve the list of payments to creditors for  February 2012 totalling £37,253.84.
10.   
Year End Procedures

· Internal Audit Check List – 2011/12
· Internal Audit Policy – 2011/12
· Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit – 2011/12
· Risk Assessments for Debtors/Creditors/Pay Roll – 2011/12
· Business Continuity Policy 2011/12
11.
Grants and Subsidy Applications 
(i)
Grant applications have been received from Wansbeck Angling Association and Morpeth Pantomime Society, and resumes are enclosed for members’ information.
(ii) MTC has been invited to join a proposed economic development forum, and a copy of the email is enclosed for members’ consideration. A contribution of £500 is required.

Extracts from the Full Council on 25th January 2012 and the Planning and Transport meeting on 1st February 2012 are enclosed for members’ information.

(iii)
A request for financial support for a project to enhance the Chantry Garden has been received and is enclosed for members’ consideration.  In addition to the events outlined in the request, the Town Council also uses the Amnesty Peace Garden for its annual Hiroshima Commemoration. 
(iv)
Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial 
Details of the above are enclose for members’ consideration. A request has also been received for sponsorship of £50 - £100 towards the event.
12.
Joint meetings of Northumberland County Council and Parish/Town Councils: March 2012
A timetable of events in Northumberland is enclosed for members’ information. Any councillor wishing to attend should notify the Clerk.
13.   Communications Group Meetings
Members are asked to consider the following recommendations form the above meetings

(i) MTC Website

A tender advertised to request a website provider and designer which could offer all the facilities which the Town Council requires. A full specification will be drawn up and any associated costs will be brought back to this Committee, together with a Business Case for approval.
(ii)
Civic Awards

The group agreed that organisations and companies which are interested in sponsoring an award be allowed to purchase or donate the require sum and have their name engraved on the Trophy in addition to “Morpeth Town Council”.
14.
Area Committee Issues

Councillor Parker will give a verbal report on any significant issues raised at the meeting.
15.
Advertising

Morpeth and Ponteland  Leisure Centres are looking to produce an advertising booklet, and MTC has been invited to purchase space. The booklet will be available in leisure centres and doctors’ surgeries, etc. and published in may this year.

Details of the cost for a 12 month period are enclosed for members’ consideration and a sample brochure will be available on the night.
16.
Councillor Reports

None have been received at the time of preparation of this agenda.
17.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.

Exclusion of Press and Public - Council members are invited to consider passing the following Resolution:

“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”
Former Town Council Offices and Vacated Allotment Site
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