








FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 14th December 2011 at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1.
Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
Switching On of the Christmas Lights and Mistletoe Fayre.
2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
None at the time of preparation of this agenda.

3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
At the time of preparation of this agenda, no questions have been received. 
6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 9th November 2011
Min.239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) - Flood Update (including Flood Insurance)
(i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.  Councillor Parker will update members re Morpeth Model Version II.
Min. 239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) (441/10) (398/10) - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

Members are requested to consider a date for the next meeting of the Strategic Assessment Workshop.
Min. 239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (103/11) – NCC Car Parking Strategy 

A response has been received from the Police as to the number of non-endorsable Fixed Penalty Notices issued and is enclosed for members’ information.

8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments 
To approve the list of payments to creditors for December 2011, totalling £38,103.62.
10.   Budget 2012/13

i) A revised copy of the Draft Budget is enclosed for consideration.
ii) Neighbourhood Plan – an additional £6k has been added to the 2012/13 budgeted figure, together with £5k added to 2013/14 budget.  A paper is enclosed outlining the anticipated costs.

iii) Public Conveniences – a meeting was held between officers of NCC and the Chair of Finance and Clerk on 6th December.  The result being that £5,000 will be received towards operational costs of the 2 strategic toilet blocks at Terrace Car Park and Carlisle Park.  MTC will continue to provide an enhanced service i.e. toilet attendant.

iv) Civic Awards – Four expressions of interest have been received in relation to the sponsoring of awards.  However, the exact details will need to be thrashed out.

v) Britain in Bloom – A Risk Assessment is enclosed for members’ consideration.
11.
Precept
The formal request from NCC has been received in respect of the Precept required by MTC. A copy of the letter and information regarding charges incurred during elections are enclosed for members’ information. 

12.
Grants and Subsidy Applications 
A request has been received from Morpeth Amateur Swimming Club for a grant to enable a group of volunteers to attend a selection interview in London in order to take part in the Olympic Games “Young Games Makers” event.
13. Fraud risks in parish and town councils
Advice for councillors, prepared by the Audit Commission, NALC and SLCC is enclosed for members’ information.
14.
Area Committee Issues

Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the next Area Committee meeting.
15.
Member’s are requested to consider formulating a policy re Staff Payments during Industrial action.

16. Review of Parliamentary Constituencies

A copy of a letter received from Sir Alan Beith is enclosed for information.

17.
Councillor Reports

A report on the Local Government Conference attended by Councillor Parker is enclosed for members’ information.
18.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.

Exclusion of Press and Public
Council members are invited to consider passing the following Resolution:

“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”
Former Town Council Offices
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