FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 9th March 2011 at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
There have been no questions received from members of the public at the time of preparation of this agenda.

6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 9th February 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 9th February 2011
Min. 360/10 (329/10 (296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (44/10) (17/10)  (372/09) (326/09) (260/09) (250/09) – Flood  Update  (including Flood Insurance)
i) The Chairman’s report of the Defra working group meeting 23rd February 2011 is enclosed for information

ii) The Deputy Chairman will give a verbal report of the Stakeholders meeting 3rd March 2011.
iii) Acknowledgement letters from Richard Benyon, MP and Lord Smith are enclosed for information.

Min. 360/10 (329/26 (296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (52/10) (17/10) (372/09) (326/09) (296/09) (240/09) – Town Hall Update 
   i)
To receive a verbal update report from the Clerk in respect of the transfer of MTC offices and other issues appertaining to the Town Hall.
ii) For members’ information, at the meeting of the Town Plan Monitoring Group it was agreed that the operational management of the Town Hall be overseen by the Property and Assets Committee. Additional meetings of this Committee will therefore be required and will be considered at May Full Council.
Min. 372/10 – Sustainable Communities Act
A letter is enclosed from Toby Maguire of Communities and Local Government acknowledging our letter re sustainable communities.
8. Authorisation of Payments – To approve the list of payments to creditors for March 2011, totalling £45,039.21.
9. Write-Off of Bad Debt
The Clerk seeks approval to write-off £45.00 as a bad debt after following all debt recovery procedures including Small Claims Court Action.

10. Transfer of NCC Devolved Services –
i).        The revised copy of the proforma as amended by last months F&GP Committee is enclosed for information.
ii) The production of a Strategic Risk Assessment will be undertaken and produced for April F&GP Committee.
11.
Town Plan Monitoring Group Meeting Requests:

iii) Provision of Youth Facilities

To investigate the creation of a Morpeth Youth Council.
iv) Morpeth Local Loo Scheme
To consider the introduction and promotion of the above scheme to commence on 1st April 2011.
v) Town Plan Review and Service Provision Considerations
To consider the initiating and interim review of the Morpeth Town Plan in the light of potential service cuts to be implemented by NCC, and agree any associated expenditure in respect of:

i. Launch article in the April edition of Inside Morpeth;
(Launch review and workshop at the Annual Assembly in May 2011)

ii. Consultation events during May / June 2011;

iii. Review Interim Progress Report to the next Town Plan Monitoring Group:
iv. Results and amendments to the Town Plan – July 2011;

(Ratification by Full Council in July 2011)

v. Review Final Progress Report and any updates to the Town Plan to the Town Plan Monitoring Group – end of September 2011.

12.
Area Committee Issues

i) Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the March Area Committee.
ii) A report prepared by Councillor Best, who attended the February Area Committee, is enclosed for information.
13.
Procurement Policy
At the meeting of Full Council in January 2011, it was requested that this Committee consider the implementation of a Town Council Procurement Policy, which will subsequently be presented to Full Council in April.
 14.
Community Forums 
A report of the meeting held on 1st March 2011 is enclosed for member’s information.
15.
Grants/Subsidies
i) To consider the verbal request from Blyth Valley Arts and Leisure (BVAL) for a contribution towards Sports Development Services.

ii) Letters have been issued to current subsidy recipients asking for their latest audited accounts and stating that 2011/12 is the third and final year of the current cycle of subsidy payments.  Organisations have been asked to complete an application form for any requests covering the period 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2015, which will be considered by Committee during the budget process.

16.
Consultation – Code of Recommended Practice for Local Authorities on Data Transparency
It has been requested by the Chairs of MTC Committees that the above consultation be considered by Finance and General Purposes, and a copy is attached for members’ perusal and comments.
17.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.[image: image1.png]
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