FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 12th October 2011 at 6:00 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1. Presentation

Ms Vicki Oakley of Koast Radio will give a presentation, without prejudice, in respect of the work of the local broadcasting Company. For subsequent small grant payment consideration.

2.
Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
3.
Mayor’s Announcements.
4.
Apologies for Absence.
5.
Declarations of Interest.
6.
Public Question Time.
A letter has been received from the MP for Hexham. Due to the nature of the request, this is enclosed at item (21) of this agenda.
7.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 14th September 2011.
8.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 14th September 2011
Min.157/11 (96/11) (51/11) - Flood  Update  (including Flood Insurance)
i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.
Min. 57/11 (96/11) (51/11) (441/10) (398/10) - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

A second meeting for the Strategic Risk Assessment took place on Saturday 8th October 2011, and a verbal report will be given on the night.
Min. 157/11 (96/11) (51/11) (441/10) (402/10) – Community Forums 

Subsequent to one additional clause, the proposals of the F & GP Committee was approved by Full Council on 28th September 2011.
Min.157/11 (103/11) -  NCC Car Parking Strategy
A second letter was issued to the Police, for which an acknowledgement has been received.

Min. 162/11 – Joint Meetings of NCC and parish/Town councils

Councillors Dr N Best and D Parker (Chairman) attended the North Area Meeting on 10th October 2011. 
9. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
10. Authorisation of Payments – To approve the list of payments to creditors for October 2011, totalling £62,383.73.
11.    External Auditors’ Report - Final Accounts 2010/11 
A copy of the BDO Audit Report in respect of the MTC Accounts for 2010/11 is enclosed for members’ consideration.

12. Budget Monitoring 2011/12
Budget Monitoring Statements for the period April 2011- September 2011 are enclosed for members’ information.

13. Budget 2012/13

(a) Base Budget
A copy of the first draft of the standstill budget is enclosed for members’ consideration.

(b) Budgets Plans and Requests 

Other Committees

Citation Awards

· F & GP to manage Citation Awards, due to the financial implications;

· F & GP to consider management of inviting and promoting sponsorship for the awards from local businesses. An extract of the original proposal is enclosed for members’ information;
· F & GP to consider the amalgamation of Citation awards with the Mayor’s Civic Ball, assuming the latter will be held in the future.

Budget for Policies to develop Strategies in respect of:

· Reduction of litter, dog fouling and chewing gum;

· A plastic bag-free town;

· Consolidated flood Policy

Town Guide

· To consider the enclosed proposals for printing and distribution of a Town Guide.

Grants and Subsidies

The Subsidy Panel met on Tuesday 20th September 2011 and details of the recommendations, together with the 3 year cycle of subsidies (2012 – 2015), are enclosed for consideration.

Property & Asset Management Committee
To approve the recommendations from the Property and Asset management committee as shown in the enclosed table.
(c)
Delivering Local Services from April 2012

To consider the enclosed NCC report and it’s associated Budget implications.

14. Special Banking Provisions

The Co-operative Bank is offering special rates and services to parish and town councils, and details are enclosed for members’ information and consideration.

15. Grants and Subsidy Applications 
To consider the enclosed resume for a small grant from:

Morpeth Antiquarian Society;
Morpeth Baden-Powell Scout Group
16.
Partnership Schematic: GMDT/CoT/MTC
A copy of the above is enclosed for members’ consideration.
17.
Community Cinema
Members are asked to consider funding the above project.
A copy of the GMDT CEO’s report is enclosed.
18.
Area Committee Issues

Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the next Area Committee meeting.
19.
Councillor Reports

A copy of the report by Councillor Ken Brown on his visit to the NALC Conference in London is enclosed for members’ information.
20. 
Conference

Councillor D Parker will attend the Local Government course on Government Knowledge and the Localism Bill on Thursday 17th November 2011 in London.
21.      Consultations
To respond to the following consultations:-

(i)
Boundary Commission for England: Proposals for the North East;
(a) Summary enclosed.
(b)
Details of proposed changes to Hexham Constituency and request to support counter-proposals are enclosed.
(ii)
Communities and Local Government (DCLG):  Local Government Resource Review – Proposals for Business Rates Retention
22.
Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS)


A letter is enclosed from the Local Government Group outlining the proposed changes re employee contributions.
23.
NALC Larger councils conference and exhibition: neighbouring places –

 30th November 2011

Members are requested to consider whether MTC should be represented at the above conference.
24.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.
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