FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 13th April at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
There have been no questions received from members of the public at the time of preparation of this agenda.

6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 9th March 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 9th March 2011
Min. 395/10 (329/10)(296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (44/10) (17/10)  (372/09) (326/09) (260/09) (250/09) - Flood  Update  (including Flood Insurance)
i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.
Min. 395/10 (329/26 (296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (52/10) (17/10) (372/09) (326/09) (296/09) (240/09) - Town Hall Update 
i) The successful launch of the Town Hall by the Registrar on Friday 8th April 2011 
Min. 398/10 - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

To agree a Tuesday or Thursday meeting to hold the brainstorming session as approved at the last meeting of this committee.
Min. 401/10 -  Procurement Policy 
The Clerk’s Draft Report is enclosed for members’ consideration and recommendation to Full Council.
Min. 402/10 – Community Forums 
Councillor Dr N Best will give a verbal report of the most recent meeting of the Morpeth and District Community Forum (MCDF). A copy of the draft Constitution for the MDCF is enclosed for members’ information.
8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments – To approve the lists of payments to creditors for March 2011 (2) £30,126.73. and April 2011, totalling £36,389.65.
10. Northumberland County Council Pension Fund – 
Draft Funding Strategy Statement
A copy of the above Statement is enclosed for members’ information.
11. Grants and Subsidy Applications 
(i) To consider the following grant applications:
· Morpeth Northumbrian Gathering;

· Northumberland Community Arts and Media Partnership CIC.

Resumes are enclosed for members’ information.

(ii) To consider subsidy application from BVAL.
11.
Royal Garden Party

For members’ information, parish council attendees will be represented by Felton and Ashington councillors, following the NALC ballot for this purpose.
12.
Area Committee Issues

Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the next Area Committee meeting.
13. Sustainable Community Strategy for Northumberland

An acknowledgement has been received in respect of comments received from MTC. The final version of the document can be viewed on the NCC website, using the link below. A copy of the Executive Summary has been downloaded and is available from the MTCO on request.

http://www.nsp.org.uk/page.asp?id=811
14. Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.

Exclusion of Press and Public
Committee members are invited to consider passing the following Resolution:

“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”
15.
Town Council Offices
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