








FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 14th September 2011 at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
There have been no questions received from members of the public at the time of preparation of this agenda.

6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 13th July 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 13th July 2011
Min. 96/11 (51/11) - Flood  Update  (including Flood Insurance)
i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.
Min. 96/11 (51/11) (441/10) (398/10) - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

A second meeting for the Strategic Risk Assessment has been arranged for Saturday 8th October 2011 (10:00 – 13:00 pm at Storey Park Community Centre. All members are encouraged to attend.
Min. 96/11 (51/11) (441/10) (402/10) – Community Forums 
To consider the way forward for Community Forums. An email from the Chairman of this Committee is enclosed for members’ information and evaluation.
Min. 96/11  – Grant and Subsidy Applications 
To nominate a Subsidy Panel and convene a daytime meeting date during September to discuss Subsidy Awards for the period 2012 – 2015.
Min. 96/11 (59/11)  – Area Committee Issues
Councillor D Parker will report on questions raised by MTC. 
Min. 100/11 -  Review of Polling District and Polling Places
A copy of the response received from the Service manager (Democratic Services, NCC), following MTC comments, is enclosed for members’ information.

Min. 103/11 -  NCC Car Parking Strategy
A copy of the response received from the Car Parking Manager (NCC), following concerns raised by MTC, is enclosed for members’ information.

8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments – To approve the lists of payments to creditors for September 2011, totalling £35,867.28.
10. Grants and Subsidy Applications 
At the time of preparation of this agenda, there have been no new grant or subsidy award requests. Please refer to item (7) regarding the 20112/2015 tranche of regular recipients.
11. Town Hall Update

To receive an update report on the Town Hall. Note: this item will be included on all future agendas for the Property and Asset Management Committee.

12.
Joint Meeting of Parish/Town Councils with NCC
The Morpeth meeting will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday 10th October 2011 in the Corn Exchange, Morpeth, and members are requested to propose questions to be included on the agenda for discussion: deadline for receipt = 23rd September 2011.
Other venues (if representatives are unable to attend) are:

Tuesday 11th October 2011, Stocksfield Community Centre

)
Wednesday 12th October 2011, Bothal Suite, Ashington Leisure Centre
)   6:00 pm

Thursday 13th October 2011, Guild Hall, Marygate, Berwick

)
Whilst only two representatives from each parish/town council may take an active part in the meeting, other councillors may wish to attend as Members of the Public.
13.
Northumberland Charter Mark II (Draft)
At the time of preparation of this agenda, the above document is currently awaiting referral to NCC Executive and will then be forwarded to parishes for consultation via NALC. It is anticipated this will be before the month end and approximately 6 weeks will be allowed for consultation.
14.
Area Committee Issues

Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the next Area Committee meeting.
15.
NALC AGM – 22nd October 2011
The NALC AGM will take place on Saturday 22nd October 2011 in the Storey Park Community Centre and members are requested to:
· Make nominations for county Committee*;

· Propose questions for discussion.
*Information and form enclosed
16.
Youth Provision
Representatives of Blyth Valley Arts and Leisure (BVAL), Barnabas Safe and Sound and a youth worker from KEVI School have been invited to attend September Full Council to present a case for Youth Service Provision. Members are requested to consider using the unallocated Budget for the Youth Initiative to commission a consultation using either NCC Youth Service or BVAL to provide a gap analysis for Youth Provision in Morpeth. 

17. Allotments

Following the annual inspection of the allotments, a request is made for a budget of approximately £2.5k to enable the clearance of ground and erection of fencing to section the allotments, as many of the plots are indistinguishable.  

Resolution: Items to be discussed in Closed Session

The Chairman is requested to pass a Resolution to exclude the press and public for discussion of the following agenda item:

“That under Section 100A (40 of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following item on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of the Schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”

The items are of a personal nature: Letting of Former Town Council Offices

Write off Consent Form Entries
20.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.
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