FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 8th June at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1. Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
There have been no questions received from members of the public at the time of preparation of this agenda.

6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 13th April 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 13th April 2011
Min. 441/10 (395/10) (329/10)(296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (44/10) (17/10)  (372/09) (326/09) (260/09) (250/09) - Flood  Update  (including Flood Insurance)
i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.
Min. 441/10 (398/10) - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

Notes of the Meeting with Morpeth Town Council (MTC) and representatives from Northumberland County Council (NCC) on 12th May 2011 are enclosed.
Min. 441/10 (402/10) – Community Forums 
To set a date for the first meeting of the Morpeth Cluster and to decide which MTC members will attend.
Min. 447/10  – Area Committee Issues
Councillor Dr N Best attended the May Meeting of the Northern Area Committee at Alnwick, and a report of answers to questions raised by this Committee is enclosed.

Min. 450/10  – Pegswood Community Park 
A presentation has been arranged to precede the Planning and Transport Meeting on 6th July 2011. the meeting will commence at 6:00 pm and all members are encouraged to attend.
8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments – To approve the lists of payments to creditors for June 2011, totalling £85,438.21.
10. Final Accounts 2010/11
(i) Annual Return (Section1) - copy enclosed

(ii) Summary Accounts - copy enclosed

(iii) Annual Governance Statement (Section 2) - copy enclosed

(iv) Completion of Internal Audit (Section 4) and letter/report from Auditor

(v) Committed and Earmarked Funds - copy enclosed

11. Grants and Subsidy Applications 
(i) To consider the following grant application:
· South East Northumberland Rail User Group
A resume is enclosed for members’ information.

(ii) Subsidy applications
This is the third and final year of the current subsidy awards, as indicated by the Clerk on the enclosed payments list:
(iii) To consider the enclosed request from Highlights Rural Touring Scheme in Morpeth. For members’ information, the current programme has events in the adjacent parishes of Hepscott and Pegswood.
12. Town Hall Update

To receive an update report on the Town Hall. Note: this item will be included on all future agendas for the Property and Asset Management Committee.

13.
Morpeth Partnership

An Outline Discussion Document in respect of the ‘Big Picture’ for Morpeth is enclosed.

14.
Financial Update – Consultation on Future of Local Public Audit
Members are requested to consider responding to the above consultation, as shown in the enclosed extract.
15.
Invitation to Meeting, 21st June 2011

Members are requested to consider MTC representation at the above meeting, details of which are shown in the enclosed letter.
16.
Area Committee Issues

Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the next Area Committee meeting.
(i)
From Planning and Transport Committee 1st June 2011

Erratic issue of plans and planning lists for consultation by NCC Planning Office

17.
NALC Conference and Exhibition
Details of the above Conference and Exhibition, as initially advised at the Annual Meeting, are enclosed. Members are requested to consider whether a MTC presence is required and accordingly, to nominate a delegate.
18.
NEREO Courses

NEREO is hosting a half-day workshop on Chairing Skills for Elected Members, and details are enclosed.

Chairmen of Committees are requested to consider whether they wish to attend the same.

19.
Meetings

To discuss the composition of meetings with Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT).
20.
Invitation – Alnwick Party

An invitation from the Duchess of Northumberland is enclosed re the recognition of Carers and Volunteers in Northumberland.
21. Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.

Exclusion of Press and Public
Committee members are invited to consider passing the following Resolution:

“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”
Town Council Offices
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