








FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

AGENDA – Wednesday 9th November 2011 at 6:30 pm 
in the Council Chambers of Morpeth Town Hall
1.
Committee Chairman’s Announcements.
To remind members of the Service of Remembrance Day and Two-minute Silence on 13th and 11th November 2011, respectively.

2.
Mayor’s Announcements.
3.
Apologies for Absence.
4.
Declarations of Interest.
5.
Public Question Time.
At the time of preparation of this agenda, no questions have been received. 
6.
To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 12th October 2011.
7.
Matters Arising from the Minutes of 12th October 2011
Min.211/11 (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) - Flood Update (including Flood Insurance)
(i) To report any information regarding Flood and Flood Insurance.
(ii)
For members’ information, the next meeting of the Morpeth Flood Alleviation Scheme will provisionally take place in January 2012.

Min. 211/11 (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) (441/10) (398/10) - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

A further Strategic Risk Assessment Session was held on 8th October 2011 and enquiries are still proceeding with NCC.
Min. 211/11 (157/11) (103/11) – NCC Car Parking Strategy 

A response has been received from the police regarding provision of information regarding tickets issued in respect of illegal parking. A request has now been submitted under the Freedom of Information Act.

8. Chairman’s Question Time

The Chairman will respond to written questions submitted in accordance with the Standing Orders of the Town Council. At the time of preparation of this agenda, none have been received.
9. Authorisation of Payments 
To approve the list of payments to creditors for November 2011, totalling £31,533.45.
10.   Budget 2012/13

(i) To consider the enclosed revised, Draft Budget.  The draft now includes the following items:
· Pension Budget has been amended to reflect the letter received from NCC.

· A budget of £1,500 has been established for MTC policies i.e. Local Loo Scheme.  This is a net increase of £500 as £1,000 had been previously added last financial year to the Public Convenience Budget.

· Increase in NALC subscriptions.

· Increased costs in the current financial year to cover 2 Bye Elections.

· Net reduction re Additional Grass Cutting and formal planting.

· Net increase re Civic Awards which now includes 8 awards at £40 as opposed to the current £100 budget.
(ii)
Civic Awards
A general invitation to attract sponsorship for the awards has been included in local press and the next edition of Inside Morpeth. Letters have been issued to various individual companies and to date, a positive response has been received from Dransfield Properties.
(iii)
Delivering Local Services
Discussions with NCC are still ongoing regarding the following services:
· Maintenance of War Memorial at Carlisle Park

· Public Conveniences
(iv)
Britain in Bloom

Morpeth has been invited to be a finalist in the Britain in Bloom 2012 Competition. This should not have any financial implications on the budget, and members are requested to consider whether an affirmative response should be made. Initial consultation with other Lead Partners (NCC, Chamber of Trade and Heighley Gate), has been very positive.
11.
Grants and Subsidy Applications 
There have been no new grant or subsidy applications received at the time of preparation of this agenda.
12.
Local Broadband Plan
Information regarding the above, and questionnaire, is enclosed for members, consideration. A collective response will be formulated on the night and it has been agreed to accept this after the official response date.
13.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Members are requested to consider whether Morpeth should be included in commemoration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee by way of beacons to be lit throughout the UK, Isle of Man, Channel Islands, UK Overseas Territories and the Commonwealth. Also, to consider any special projects to recognise this very  special occasion.
14.
Presentations

Details of two organisations which have expressed an interest in giving a presentation to the Town Council are shown below, and members are asked to consider the same. It is customary to have these prior to a Full Council meeting, unless ‘Planning Specific’. A presentation at January Full Council should be avoided, as this will be the Budget meeting. 
15.
Notes of the Inaugural and Following Parish Cluster Meeting

Copies of the notes of the above meetings are enclosed for member’s information.

16. Morpeth Red Squirrels

A letter has been received from Mr Norris Athey of Morpeth Red Squirrels, advising that the Organisation has now closed down and a cheque for £200 grant has been returned. 
17.
Area Committee Issues

Members are invited to put forward questions to Councillor D Parker which may be subsequently raised at the next Area Committee meeting.
18.
Councillor Reports

There were no councillor reports received at the time of preparation of this agenda.
19.
Local Government Pension Scheme

An update of the above Scheme is enclosed for members’ information.

20. 
Christmas and New Year Closure of Town Council Offices
It is proposed to close the Town Council Offices at 12:30 pm on Friday 23rd December 2011 until 9:00 am on Tuesday 2nd January 2012.

21.
Any Other Urgent Business as agreed by the Chairman of Committee.

Exclusion of Press and Public
Council members are invited to consider passing the following Resolution:

“That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”
Former Town Council Offices
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