
Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Wednesday 8TH June 2011
at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

These Minutes have been accepted as a draft for wider circulation 
following consultation with the Chairman of this Committee
Present:
Councillors:
D Parker

-
Chair




K Brown







J Ferstenberg
-
 arrived at 6:35 pm




P Taylor

-
Mayor




R Thompson

-
arrived at 6:37 pm
Clerk:

Miss G Turner



Mrs S Matthews
Absent 

Dr N Best
-
Apologies Received

Councillors:
M Horton
-
No Apologies Received


L Cassie
-
Apologies Received

A Tebbutt
-
Apologies Received
47/11
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
There were no Chairman of Committee’s announcements. 
48/11
Mayor’s Announcements
(i) Morpeth Lions are hosting a charity evening at the Muhlan Restaurant on 3rd  October 2011. A table for eight persons has been reserved and anyone interested should contact the Town Council Offices.
49/11
Declarations of Interest

The Chairman received one Declaration of Interest from: 
Councillor J Ferstenberg in respect of:

 SENRUG  - (Personal – supporter of the Organisation) See Minute (55/11), also.
Councillor P Taylor (Mayor) in respect of:

· Meeting of GMDT -  (Personal: Member of GMDT)
The Chairman also made a Declaration in respect of:

· April Payment List -  (Personal: Recipient of payment)
50/11
Questions from the Public

There were no questions received from members of the public to be addressed at this meeting.
51/11
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on  
13th April 2011
The Minutes were approved as a true record:
In Matters Arising:
Min.441/10 (395/10 (360/10) (329/10) (296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (44/10) (17/10)  (372/09) (326/09) (260/09) (250/09) - Flood Update, including Flood Insurance
It was reported that:
The findings of the defra working groups will be presented to Minister Caroline Spelman for consideration. The Morpeth Town Council Flood Insurance Working Group (MTCFIWG) is embarking on a campaign to lobby all relevant MPs, Ministers and Opposition Spokespersons to encourage support for the Morpeth Model prior to the July Summit on Flood Insurance.
The Environment Agency (EA) has held active discussions with Northumberland County Council (NCC) regarding the sum of money required to meet the Flood Alleviation Scheme for Morpeth. Approximately 50% of the funds will need to be provided locally, and it is hoped a substantial sum may be secured from potential Developers under Section 106 Agreement.
Councillor J Ferstenburg arrived at this point in the meeting. (6:37 pm)
Min. 398/10 - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

A report of the meeting held on 12th May 2011, to consider future service provision, was received and noted. 

· It was acknowledged that this will be the first of many meetings involving parish and town councils and MTC looks forward to the same.

· The Clerk and Councillor K Brown will meet to compile an Overarching Strategy Risk Assessment for the Town Council and this will be an agenda item for the next meeting of this Committee.
Min. 441/10 (402/10) -  Community Forums 
The view of the parishes and MTC is to support Parish Clustering, with the inclusion of other stakeholders, i.e. Greater Morpeth Development trust (GMDT) and Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade (CoT) as and when appropriate.

Agreed:-  A meeting to be arranged as soon as possible, with the Chairman of this Committee,  Councillor D Parker and Councillor L Cassie, following his return  from vacation. 
Min. 447/10 – Area Committee Issues 
A report from Councillor Dr N Best in respect of the Northern Area Committee Meeting on 9th May 2011 was received and noted.
Min. 450/10 – Pegswood Community Park
A presentation will be given on 6th July 2011, preceding the regular Planning and Transport Committee Meeting, by Banks Mining, outlining proposals for the restoration of land at this location. All councillors were encouraged to attend.
52/11
Chairman’s Question Time
There were no Members’ questions presented to the Chairman on this occasion.
53/11
Authorisation of Payments 
The revised list of payments to creditors for June, totalling £87,044.17, was approved.
The list included the third year of the Subsidy cycle for organisations supported by MTC. Only one payment was outstanding, awaiting receipt of accounts from that Organisation; the award will be issued on provision of the same.  

Councillor D Parker (Chairman of Committee) Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
54/11
Final Accounts 2010/11 
The Clerk presented the Final Accounts for 2010/11, and these were considered by members.

(i) The Annual Return (Section 1) was unanimously approved.

(ii) The Summary of Accounts was unanimously approved.

(iii) The Annual Governance Statement (Section 2) was unanimously approved.
(iv)
The Completion of Internal Audit (Section 4) and letter/report from the auditor was unanimously approved.
(v)
The Committed and earmarked Funds Report was unanimously approved.
Thanks were formally expressed to the Clerk for the Accounts.
55/11
Grant and Subsidy Applications
(i)
The following grant application was approved:

SENRUG

-
£200*
* Councillor J Ferstenberg informed the Chairman of a Personal Interest in this matter, subsequent to the conclusion of the meeting.

(ii) An application for financial support from Highlights Rural Touring Scheme was  refused, as conditions regarding benefit for Morpeth/Morpeth residents were not satisfied. If future evidence demonstrates significant benefit for Morpeth, the Town Council will consider a further request from the Organisation.
(iii) Only one subsidy in the three year award cycle remained outstanding, but will be included at the next meeting of this Committee, following submission of Audited Accounts next week.
A Formal Resolution under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 was passed to exclude the press and public from the meeting during the disclosure of the following items on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A in the 1972 Act. (7:08 pm)
Town Hall Update

A further resolution was passed at 7:18 pm, under Standing Orders, to re-open the meeting to press and public.
56/11
Morpeth Partnership and Composition of Meetings with Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT)
An Outline Discussion Document was received and it was agreed that:

· Councillor K Brown, together with the Mayor, be appointed to continue as the MTC representative at meetings of GMDT and the Chamber of Trade (C-o-T). Meetings to be on 6-weekly schedule;

· The Chair of the Partnership should be a councillor, and this to be raised as an agenda item for the inaugural cluster meeting. GMDT, C-o-T, as this is in keeping with the Town Council’s role in Morpeth as community leader;

· Agenda items to be forwarded to MTC at least a week prior to each meeting;

· Councillor Brown to report back to this Committee and Full Council regarding progress.

Councillor J Ferstenberg left the room during the discussion of this matter: 7:41 - 7:44 pm (not a Declaration)
57/11
Consultation on Future of Local Public Audit
The document was received via NALC and it was considered that:

· The document is too convoluted and does not give an opportunity to make a clear decision on matters;

· The document does not give a clear indication of what is being recommended;
· MTC strongly objects, especially, to the proposal that the Regulator for smaller bodies (including parish and town councils, et seq)  should be the County or Unitary Authority.
It was therefore agreed that NALC should be responding on behalf of parish and town councils, that the above comments be forwarded to them and advised that  MTC shares NALC’s  viewpoint and request that this item be placed on the next agenda for NALC County Committee. 
58/11
Communities and Place Overview Scrutiny Committee Meeting
It was agreed that the Clerk and Councillor G Trotter represent MTC at the above meeting on 21st June 2011.
59/11
Area Committee Issues
Councillor D Parker will submit two questions at the request of the Planning and Transport Committee in respect of:

(i)
The erratic issue of plans and planning lists for consultation by the North Area NCC Planning and tendency to exclude Morpeth entries; and 

(ii)
To request that consideration be given to the revision of the Constitution of that Authority to permit parish and town councils have a unique time allocation when public speaking at application hearings and not ‘share’ with other spokespersons. 
60/11
NALC Conference and Exhibition
Details of NALC conferences and exhibitions were received.

Agreed:-   It was agreed that Councillor K Brown attend the Sheffield Conference, subject to personal availability, and to advise the Clerk accordingly.

All appropriate expenses to be paid by MTC

61/11
NEREO Course
Chairing Skills for Elected Members

Agreed:-   It was agreed that the Mayor, Councillor P Taylor, attend the above course and all appropriate expenses to be paid by MTC

62/11
Invitation to Alnwick Garden Party
A special party in recognition of work by carers and volunteers in Northumberland will be held on Wednesday 22nd June 2011 at Alnwick Gardens and an invitation was received by MTC.

Agreed:-  It was agreed that the Mayor, also a volunteer, attend the Garden Party. It was requested that confirmation be given as to whether the invitation includes the Lady Mayoress. If this is not the case, an additional application be made, as the Lady Mayoress is an active volunteer in her own right. 
63/11 
Any Other Urgent Business

There was one other urgent item of business to discuss: 

Northumberland Strategic Housing Land Availability  Assessment  (SHLAA)  Paper

Information from the Strategic Planning Officer indicates that the Paper is for landowners at this time and no planning applications have been submitted from developers. (This was also endorsed by the Planning Authority, Northern Area.)

Agreed:-  It was agreed that the Strategic Planning Officer be informed that whilst MTC acknowledges there is no requirement for comment at this stage, the Council still wishes very much to be part of any consultation process and trust that when a definitive list of sites appertaining to Morpeth is produced, this will be referred for comment. Adequate time must be allowed for an informed response. 
Councillor P Taylor (Mayor) left the room during the discussion of this matter: 7:57- 8:00 pm
There was no further urgent business to discuss, and the meeting concluded at 8:12 pm with Councillors D Parker (Chairman), K Brown, P Taylor (Mayor) and R Thompson

 present.
Item discussed in Closed Session

64/11
Former Town Council Offices
The Draft Lease is currently with the MTC’s solicitors, subsequent to the inclusion of several minor changes. It is envisaged that the Lease will be available for all parties to sign by the end of June. 

Agreed:- It was requested that the future occupant give assurance the takeover will be effective from 1st July 2011.
For members’ information, any loss sustained during the period from MTC staff vacating the premises to new occupancy will be met from the Contingency Budget.[image: image1.png]
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