Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Wednesday 14th December 2011
at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

These Minutes have been accepted as a draft for wider circulation 
following consultation with the Chairman of this Committee
Present:
Councillors:

D Parker
-
Chairman



Dr N Best




K Brown



L Cassie 
- 
Vice Chair



M Horton
-
Deputy Mayor




P Taylor
-
Mayor 




A Tebbutt 
Clerks:


Miss G Turner



Mrs A Logan 
Absent Councillors:
R Thompson
-
Apologies Received 


D Thompson -
Apologies Received 

299/11
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
The Town Council Christmas Lights switch on Event and the Mistletoe Fair on 26th November 2011 was a fantastic success.
Notice of election for the Morpeth Town Council Kirkhill ward Vacancy is to be placed on notice boards from 15th December 2011.

300/11 
Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor advised of his busy diary of events in particular:
Selling the Morpeth Bags for Life in partnership with the Chamber of Trade on Saturday 10th December 2011.
Messy Church Service in Morpeth Town Hall on Saturday 10th December 2011.

Rotary Club Christmas Dinner on the evening of Saturday 10th December 2011. 

301/11
Declarations of Interest 
The Chairman received Declarations of Interest from: 
Councillor D Parker in respect of:

· Authorisation of Expenses  (Personal  – receipt of Expenses ) 
Councillor P Taylor (Mayor ) in respect of:

· Authorisation of Expenses  (Personal  – receipt of Expenses ) 
Councillor A Tebbutt in respect of:

· Transfer of Devolved Service from NCC, NCC Parking Strategy and NCC Committee Issues (Personal  – Member of Northumberland County Council )
302/11
Public Question Time 
There were no questions from the public to be discussed at this meeting.
303/11
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 9th November 2011
The Minutes were approved as a true record.
In Matters Arising:

Min.239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (96/11) (51/11) - Flood Update, including Flood Insurance
Cllr Parker updated members on the Morpeth Model Version II which included modifications which addressed issues of ABI and the National Flood Forum. 
Min.239/11 (211/11) (157/11 (96/11) (51/11) (441/11) (398/10) – Transfer of Devolved Services from  NCC 
Members agreed to hold another Strategic Risk Assessment Workshop to consider devolved services and suggested either the 2nd or 3rd Saturdays in the month. The Clerk will confirm the date of the next session. 
Councillor A Tebbutt declared a personal interest  – Member of Northumberland County Council 
Min. 239/11 (211/11) (157/11) (103/11) – NCC Car Parking Strategy 
Following a Freedom of Information request, Northumbria Police have advised that 21 fixed penalty notices have been issued in Morpeth from 1st July 2011 to 31st October 2011 in relating to illegal on street parking. Members agreed that Northumbria Police should be requested to enforce the law to reduce traffic obstruction and nuisance in Morpeth Town. 
Councillor A Tebbutt declared a personal interest  – Member of Northumberland County Council 
Min. 242/11 – Maintenance of War Memorial at Carlisle Park   

It was agreed that a full inspection of the structure is to be undertaken prior to Morpeth Town Council taking on the responsibility for the Cenotaph. 
Councillor A Tebbutt declared a personal interest  – Member of Northumberland County Council 
304/11
Chairman’s Question Time
There were no questions received on this occasion.

305/11
Authorisation of Payments 
The December 2011 listing of payments to creditors, totalling £38,103.62 was approved. 
Councillor D Parker declared a personal interest – Receipt of expenses  
Councillor P Taylor (Mayor )t declared a personal interest  – Receipt of expenses  
306/11
Budget 2012/13
(i) 
Members received the revised Draft Budget for 2012/13, including:
· A total of £10,000 is included for the development of a Neighbourhood Plan in 2012/13 and an 
additional £5,000 in 2013/14.

·  Income of £5,000 from NCC as a contribution towards Morpeth Town Council managing the
    NCC owned strategic toilets in the town. ( Carlisle Park and Terrace Car Park )   
· An additional £1,000 is included for the Town’s entry into the Britain in Bloom Competition for 2012. ( Members considered the business case/ risk assessment for this project and concluded that Morpeth should enter the competition in 2012) 
In relation to the budget for the Civic Awards, Members were advised that 4 organisations had shown an interest in sponsoring the Civic Awards albeit on differing arrangements including an on-going annual contribution or a one off contribution. Members agreed that the Communications Working Group would define the criteria for sponsorship including entering into discussions with the organisations concerned and report back with a formal recommendation to Full Council on 25th January 2012. 

The Budgeted Expenditure for 2012/13 was proposed at £595,460 with a precept charge of £530,885 which is £102.17 for Band D properties. Members unanimously agreed that this budget be recommended to Full Council on 25th January 2012.  

The Clerk advised members that the DCLG intends to impose a referendum on any principal authority that increases its precept by more than 3.5%. This does not apply to Local Councils for the 2012/13 financial year.  

307/11
Precept
Members acknowledged the request by NCC for the precept charge and additional supporting information. Members were concerned that the precept information highlighted the costs of Management and Support services without considering the allocation of those costs to service provision. It was agreed that the Chairman and the Clerk would consider how the costs of Management and Support services could be presented. 

308/11
Grants and Subsidy Application 
Members considered the small grant application from Morpeth Amateur Swimming Club who requested financial support to assist their group attend a selection interview for the Olympic Game’s Young Games Makers event in London. 

Agreed: -   It was agreed that £200 be provided to the group. The group were also advised to consider making an application to Northumberland County Council Community Chest Grant Scheme. 
309/11
Fraud Risks in parish & Town Councils 
Members noted the information regarding fraud risks and referred to Morpeth Town Council’s Audit Plan and Financial Risk assessment which is in place.  
310/11
Area Committee Issues 

Members were invited to put forward any questions to Cllr D Parker for raising at the next Area Committee Meeting. 


Cllr Best advised that it was reported at the previous Area Committee Meeting that a review of the Area Committee role and participants will be undertaken in the near future. 
Councillor A Tebbutt declared a personal interest  – Member of Northumberland County Council 
311/11
Policy for payment deductions for staff during Industrial Action 
Members discussed the policy of salary deductions relating to employees who

had participated in the industrial action on 30th November 2011. Members were minded to 

adopt the same policy as NCC, when finalised and would agree a recommendation to

Full Council at its meeting on 11th January for adoption as policy to Full Council on 25th 

January 2012.  

The Deputy Clerk left the room whilst this item was discussed.   
312/11
Review of Parliamentary Constituencies 
Members noted the letter received from Sir Alan Beith MP regarding the proposals for the review of Parliamentary Constituencies in England. 
313/11
Councillor Reports 
Members noted the report from Cllr D Parker highlighting the issues raised at The Local Government Conference on 17th November 2011. 

The Chairman requested that the following resolution be passed to discuss the next agenda item in Closed Session, although there were no members of the Press or Public Present.  

“ That under Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following item on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below “ 

314/11
Agenda Item discussed in Closed Session – Former Town Council Offices 


(See attached item on pink paper) 


The Chairman requested that a resolution be passed to re-open the meeting. 

315/11
Any Other Urgent Business 
Cllr A Tebbbutt advised the meeting that Northumberland County Council had received a statement from Central Government to confirm that the funding bid for the South East Link Road (Morpeth By-Pass) had been successful. 

The meeting concluded at 8:15pm with Councillors Dr N Best, K Brown, L Cassie, M Horton,

D Parker (Chairman), P Taylor (Mayor) and A Tebbutt present.
Item Discussed in Closed Session
314/11
Former Town Council Offices 
It was reported that an offer for the above premises has been received by DAWN to use as a base for their unified legal team. 

The offer is to pay £10,000 for rental of both floors for a period of 12 months. 

Members considered the offer and although the sum is £6,000 less than the full amount Morpeth Town Council have to pay to the landlord and does not cover the full period of up to July 2013 when the lease ceases, it was considered to be an acceptable offer in the current climate. 

It was unanimously agreed that the offer should be accepted. The Clerk was tasked with making the appropriate arrangements with the Estate Agents and the Town Council Solicitor. 
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