
Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Wednesday 9th February 2011
at 6:00 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

These Minutes have been accepted as a draft for wider circulation 
following consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of this Committee
Present:

Councillors:
D Parker
-
Chair



Dr N Best





K Brown
-
Mayor 




L Cassie





M Horton





P Taylor
-
Deputy Mayor  




A Tebbutt

Clerk:

Miss G Turner
Absent 

K Kirkbride
-
No Apolgies Received
Councillors:
R Thompson
-
Apologies Received
355/10
Presentation

A presentation was given by representatives from Blyth Valley Arts and Leisure (BVAL) in respect of Leisure Facilities in the Morpeth area, which included the Walking Festival, KEVI Running Track and Paddlesport.

Agreed:-  It was agreed that this Committee will consider the request from BVAL for a contribution towards Sport Development Services whilst determining the Transfer of Services from Northumberland County Council. (NCC)
356/10
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
There were no Committee Chairman’s announcements.
357/10
Mayor’s Announcements
(i) The Mayor has written to the Governor of Queensland following the recent floods in Australia.

(ii) The Mayor’s Appreciation Event for local businesses, organisations, churches and schools, will be held on Wednesday 16th February 2011 in the Town Hall.

(iii) Mrs Dee Cota has been appointed as Clerical Assistant to Morpeth Town Council. 
(iv) The Mayor’s Civic Ball will be held on Saturday 12th March 2011 at the Riverside Leisure Centre.
358/10
Declarations of Interest

The Chairman received Declarations of Interest from: 
Councillor D Parker in respect of:

· Authorisation of Payment List -  (Personal: Recipient of payment of expenses)
Councillor A Tebbutt in respect of:

· Acquisition of Devolved Services - (Personal - Member of NCC)
· Market Charter - (Personal - Member of NCC)

· Area Committee Issues - (Personal - Member of NCC)

· NCC Pension Fund - (Personal - Member of NCC)

· Community Forum - (Personal - Member of NCC)

· Mary Hollon Tea - (Personal and Prejudicial - Member of NCC)

359/10
Questions from the Public

There were no questions received from members of the public to be addressed at this meeting.
360/10
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 12th January 2011
The Minutes were approved as a true record:
In Matters Arising:
Min.329/10 (296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (44/10) (17/10)  (372/09) (326/09) (260/09) (250/09) - Flood Action Update, including Flood Insurance and Draft Letter to Lord Smith of the Environment Agency
(i) Flood Insurance

The Chairman reported that:  
· He will attend the Defra working Group meeting in London in February 2011 to present the Morpeth Model (Insurance);

· The Morpeth Town Council Flood Risk Insurance Working Group (MTCFRIWG) had met today to agree the basic draft presentation for the above meeting.
(ii) Flood Alleviation Scheme
It was officially announced today that the Morpeth Scheme had been deferred. 

A Stakeholder Group meeting on 3rd February 2011 had been well attended and a strategy put forward. MTC will show leadership in this and all 15 councillors are urged to be involved: for example, to assist the public in a letter writing campaign to lobby the Environment Agency (EA) Board to fund the Morpeth Flood Prevention Scheme, at a stall in the Sanderson Arcade which will run for the next four consecutive Saturdays. Other actions to be implemented:
· A rolling programme of letters following the Saturday events to pick up the public’s feelings and comments;

· Endeavour to get the EA Board to allocate more money to Area Committees;

· 100% funded schemes will cease next year and every potential scheme would therefore have to contribute towards their scheme thereafter;
· The Mayor’s letter was circulated and unanimously endorsed with the addition to para 4 to demonstrate that a significant investment of £33m (and potential for more on the drawing board) in the Town could be put at risk due to the flood alleviation plan being deferred.
(iii) Consultation for Defra 

A draft paper prepared by Councillor Dr N Best was circulated and unanimously endorsed. It was agreed that this be issued to Defra and copied to local MPs and NCC.
Min. 329/10 (296/10) (240/10) (198) (144/10) (88/10) (52/10) (17/10) (372/09) (326/09) (296/09) (240/09) – Town Hall Update 
The Clerk reported that: 
· The planning application for the aerial has now been approved;

· The IT refresh programme has been ordered and the telephony system is ready for transfer. 
361/10
Authorisation of Payments 
The February 2011 listing of payments to creditors, totalling £27,453.75, was approved. 
Councillor  D Parker Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
362/0
Budget Monitoring to December 2010
The above papers were circulated and unanimously approved, together with the Bank Reconciliation to 31st January 2011.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter
36310
Year End Procedures
The following Year End Procedures were approved and /or endorsed:
· Internal Audit Check List

· Internal Audit Policy

· Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit

· Risk Assessments for Debtors/Creditors/Pay Roll

· Business Continuity Policy

 364/10
Acquisition of Devolved NCC Services
A pro forma in respect of the five year strategy of acquisition of Devolved NCC Services was circulated and it was agreed that:

· £4k be used from Budget, earmarked for the previous Town Plan for the consultation process; and
· That a Strategic Risk Assessment be produced.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
365/10
Market Charter
Members were advised that a resume will be prepared and presented to Committee as soon as possible. Due to the poor quality of the copy received, it has not been possible to date to reproduce a clear facsimile of the above document.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
366/10 Area Committee Issues
It was reported that:

· The withdrawal of NCC Services is not going ahead at his time;

· NCC will lobby the EA regarding the Morpeth Flood Alleviation Scheme.  

As the occasion was the North Area Debate, no questions were taken, and the question about the appointment of a Markets Manager was not put by the MTC councillor.

Councillor N Best will attend the February meeting of the Area Committee and request an update on the Flood Alleviation Scheme.

Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.

367/10
NCC Pension Fund

The Clerk’s verbal report in respect of the NCC Pension Fund meeting on 27th February 2011 was received.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.

368/10
Community Forum
A report prepared by Councillor Dr N Best was received.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
369/10
Grant/Subsidy Applications
A grant application from Morpeth Methodist Church to sponsor a lunchtime organ recital was received.

Agreed:- It was agreed that as the concert and application for support are made annually, that a contribution of £100 be formally recognised without further, future requests, and that this be paid from the Tourism Budget. 

370/10
Mary Hollon Tea
A request was received to waive the charges for use of the Town Hall for the above event, held annually on the 5th November 2011.

Agreed:-  It was agreed that the request be declined, but that the Trust be invited to apply for an annual subsidy. MTC is minded to include the Town Hall fee in future Budgets.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in this matter and left the room during the debate. (8:07 pm – 8:15 pm)
371/10
Royal Garden Party
It was agreed that the Mayor, Councillor Ken Brown, be included in the NALC regional ballot to attend the above event on 19th July 2011.

372/10
Sustainable Communities Act
A letter from the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) regarding the first round of the Sustainable Communities Act discussions was received.  

Agreed:-  It was agreed that this be deferred to the next meeting of this Committee to enable further consideration by members.
373/10
Poppy Event
Consideration was given to a request to take part in a nationwide commemoration of the 90th Anniversary of the Royal British Legion on the weekend of 10th - 12th June 2011>
Agreed:-  It was agreed that as the event falls on the Chamber of Trade (C-o-T) Fair Day weekend, that the Organisation , Mayor and Mrs Hogg (Royal British Legion representative) liaise to determine Morpeth’s participation.
374/10
Any Other Urgent Business 
There was no other urgent business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 8:20 pm with Councillors D Parker (Chairman), Dr N Best, K Brown (Mayor), L Cassie, M Horton,

P Taylor (Deputy Mayor) and A Tebbutt present.[image: image1.png]
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