
Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Wednesday 9th March 2011
at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

These Minutes have been accepted as a draft for wider circulation 
following consultation with the Vice-Chairman of this Committee
Present:
Councillors:

L Cassie
-
Chair



K Brown
-
Mayor 




M Horton





R Thompson
-
arrived at 6:35 pm
Clerk:

Miss G Turner



Mrs S Matthews
Absent 

Dr N Best
-
Apologies Received

Councillors:
K Kirkbride
-
No Apologies Received


D Parker
-
Apologies Received



P Taylor
-
Apologies received


A Tebbutt
-
Apologies Received
391/10
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
There were no Committee Chairman’s announcements.
392/10
Mayor’s Announcements
(i) The Mayor’s Civic Ball will be held on Saturday 12th March 2011 at the Riverside Leisure Centre.
393/10
Declarations of Interest

The Chairman received one  Declaration of Interest from: 
Councillor K Brown (Mayor) in respect of:

· Authorisation of Payment List -  (Personal: Recipient of payment of expenses)
394/10
Questions from the Public

There were no questions received from members of the public to be addressed at this meeting.
395/10
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on  9th February 2011
With the following correction, the Minutes were approved as a true record:
Min.355/10 – Presentation: Line 5 to read “…..contribution towards Sport Development Services, subject to a jointly developed proposal, whilst determining the Transfer of Services, et seq.”

In Matters Arising:
Min.360/10 (329/10) (296/10) (240/10) (198/10) (144/10) (88/10) (44/10) (17/10)  (372/09) (326/09) (260/09) (250/09) - Flood Update, including Flood Insurance
(i) Flood Insurance

(i) A copy of the report the Chairman of the Flood Insurance Group, Councillor D Parker, presented at the Defra Government Working Group on 23rd February 2011, was received. Members formally acknowledged the work undertaken by the Flood Action and Flood Action Insurance Group. 
(ii) Councillor L Cassie gave a verbal report of the Stakeholder Meeting he attended on 3rd March 2011, and it was noted that a letter had been received from the Environment Agency advising that  funding decisions for this year is not open for discussion, but there will be a review in October to consider other projects. Other towns have scored more-highly in the flood alleviation schemes than Morpeth, but there may be an opportunity to progress this, with funding provided from local contributions, to a maximum of £8m. 

The Environment Agency are also researching flood alleviation scheme designs.
(iii)
Acknowledgement letters have been received from Richard Benyon, MP and Lord Smith in response to correspondence issued by MTC with regard to flood alleviation and a consultation in respect of Grant Aid or flood funding, respectively.
Min.360/10 ( 329/10) (296/10) (240/10) (198) (144/10) (88/10) (52/10) (17/10) (372/09) (326/09) (296/09) (240/09) – Town Hall Update 
The Clerk reported that: 
· The IT refresh programme, with the exception of the server, has now been installed;
· A dilapidation review will be arranged for 17 Market Place, following the move to the Town Hall on the weekend of 18th – 21st March 2011;
· An official launch will be held on 8th April 2011, and attended by the Chief Registrar from London 
It was also reported that:
At the meeting of the Town Plan Monitoring Group it was agreed that the operational management of the Town Hall be overseen by the Property and Assets Committee, and the requirement for additional meetings of this Committee will be considered at May Full Council.
The new overhead heating and disabled toilet at Storey Park Community Centre have been widely praised. 
396/10
Authorisation of Payments 
The March 2011 listing of payments to creditors, totalling £45,039.21, was approved. 
Councillor  K Brown (Mayor) Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
397/10
Write-Off of Bad Debt
Approval was given to write-off £45.00 as a bad debt after following all debt recovery procedures including Small Claims Court Action, and the Chairman of Committee and Mayor (Chairman of Council) duly signed the authorisation.
 398/10
Transfer of NCC Devolved Services
(i) The revised copy of the pro forma amended by last month’s F & GP Committee was received. 
(ii) It was agreed that the Mayor will draft a Strategic Risk Assessment to be circulated to members and that a meeting be held on an agreed Tuesday or Thursday to which as many councillors as are able should attend. The meeting will take the format of a brainstorming session, serviced by the Clerk and Deputy Clerk, and the findings brought back to the next F & GP Committee meeting, at which recommendations to Full Council will be made.
399/10
Town Plan Monitoring Group Requests
Provision of Youth Facilities - Investigation of a Youth Council

Agreed:- It was agreed that the Clerk contact youth organisations, such as Barnabas, and report back to September Full Council.
Morpeth Local Loo Scheme - Introduction and promotion of the above scheme to commence on 1st April 2011.
Agreed:- Although there have been some positive responses, it was agreed that a follow-up letter should be issued to those proprietors who have not responded, to again ascertain  their views. The scheme should also be publicised in local press and establishments such as the newly-opened Weatherspoons.
Town Plan Review and Service Provision Considerations – 

Agreed:-The following was agreed:

To initiate and follow-up with an interim review of the Morpeth Town Plan in the light of potential service cuts to be implemented by NCC. Any associated expenditure in respect of the issues below, up to the maximum £4,000 earmarked in Budget, was also approved.
· Launch article in the April edition of Inside Morpeth;

(Launch review and workshop at the Annual Assembly in May 2011)

· Consultation events during May / June 2011;

· Review Interim Progress Report to the next Town Plan Monitoring Group:

· Results and amendments to the Town Plan – July 2011;

(Ratification by Full Council in July 2011)

· Review Final Progress Report and any updates to the Town Plan to the Town Plan Monitoring Group – end of September 2011.

400/10
Area Committee Issues
Concerns have been expressed by this Council and other parishes regarding lack of information from NCC and knowledge of the same being accessed only when published in local press, for example am article in respect of changes to car parking arrangements.

Thanks were formally recorded to Councillor Dr N Best, in his absence, for his report on the February Area Committee Meeting.
401/10
Procurement Policy

Subsequent to a request that this Committee consider the implementation of a Town Council Procurement Policy in respect of using local shops and Fairtrade goods, it was agreed that:

(i) The Clerk provide an a cost analysis report of time/cost comparison, using the Mayor’s special event on 16th February 2011 as ‘control’; and

(ii)
That this report be presented to this Committee prior to referral to Full Council.
402/10
Community Forum
A report prepared by Councillor Dr N Best in respect of the meeting held on 1st March 2011 with regard to the future of the Forum was received.
Agreed:-  The following was agreed:

(i)
To await the proposal from the Morpeth and District Community Forum (MCDF) Chairman;

(ii)
Following the formulation of a Strategic Risk Assessment in respect of the Transfer of Devolved Services, to call a meeting of other parishes within the cluster and invite them to consider and comment on MTC’s ideas.

403/10
Grant/Subsidy Applications
A verbal request from Blyth Valley Arts and Leisure (BVAL) for a contribution towards Sports Development Services was considered.
Agreed:-  It was considered that Councillors L Cassie and M Horton meet with BVAL representatives to formulate a joint proposal. (reference Min.355/10 – February F & GP)
Letters and subsidy forms have been issued to current recipients to forward their latest audited accounts with regard to the third and final year of the current cycle of subsidy payments, together with an invitation to complete an application form for any requests covering the period 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2015, for consideration by Committee during the budget process. 
404/10
Consultation – Code of Recommended Practice for Local Authorities on Data Transparency
The above consultation was received.

Agreed:-  It was agreed that a response for MTC was not required, on the grounds that the paper appertained mostly to principal authorities rather than parish/town councils. It lacked clarity in many issues, such as the response time for comment, and the directive to publish information in respect of any expenditure over £500 is already practised by the Town Council.
It was further agreed that there was no requirement at this stage to publish the monthly authorisation of payment list on the website, although the same is available for scrutiny by the public on request at any time.

405/10
Any Other Urgent Business 
There was no other urgent business to discuss and the meeting concluded at 8:02 pm with Councillors L Cassie (Chairman), K Brown (Mayor), M Horton and R Thompson present.[image: image1.png]
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