
Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Wednesday 14th September 2011
at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

Present:
Councillors:
D Parker

-
Chair




Dr N Best




K Brown







L Cassie




M Horton

-
arrived at 6:42 pm; left at 7:41 pm




P Taylor

-
Mayor





A Tebbutt
Clerk:

Miss G Turner



Mrs S Matthews
Absent 

J Ferstenberg-
Apologies Received

Councillors:
R Thompson
-
Apologies Received




   Mr Mordue (Member of the Public) attended: (see Minute 156/11, below.)
153/11
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
(i) The Chairman welcomed members to the first meeting of this Committee following the August recess.

(ii) The Town Council has received the following awards in Northumbria in Bloom:

	Award
	Achieved by
	Comments

	Best Town - Gold Medal
	Morpeth Town
	Outright Winner of category

	Best Shopping Precinct – Gold Medal
	Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade
	Outright Winner of category

	Best Commercial Premises – unlicensed – Gold Medal
	Rutherford’s Store
	Outright Winner of category

	Best Railway/’Bus Station – Silver Gilt Medal
	Morpeth Station (Betty Greener)
	

	Best Licensed Premises – Silver Gilt Medal
	Sun Inn Pub
	

	Best contribution to Northumbria in Bloom – by

Salaried Person
	Ethel Richardson (Heighley Gate)
	Special Award

	Best Voluntary Project
	KEVI Gnomes
	Special Award


A special celebration/’Thank You’ evening for all supporters will follow the Full 

Council meeting on 28th September 2011.
(iii) NEREO is organising a special half-day course in respect of bringing Funding into your Ward on 19th October 2011. Anyone wishing to attend should inform the Clerk by 16th September 2011.
An invitation has been received to attend the official opening of The Lodge at St Benet Biscop School, Bedlington, on 24th September 2011. Anyone wishing to attend should inform the Clerk. 

154/11
Mayor’s Announcements
(i) The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and two other MTC councillors attended the Battle of Britain Commemoration Event organised by the RAFA.

Agreed:-  It was proposed and unanimously agreed that a letter be issued to the RAFA to thank the Organisation for re-introducing this observance. 

(ii)
The Mayor, along with the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and other supporters attended the Northumbria in Bloom  Awards Presentation on 13th September 2011.
Councillor M Horton arrived at this point. (6:42 pm)
155/11
Declarations of Interest 
The Chairman received Declarations of Interest from: 
Councillor P Taylor in respect of:

· Payments List (Personal - Recipient of payment of expenses).
Councillor A Tebbutt in respect of:

· Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC (Personal - Member of NCC)

· NCC Car Parking Strategy (Personal and Prejudicial - Lead Member of NCC on Car Parking)

· Joint Meeting of Parish and Town Councils (Personal and Prejudicial -  Member and Executive Member of NCC)

· Northumberland Charter (Personal - Member and Executive Member of NCC)

· Area Committee Issues (Personal - Member of North Area Committee)

The Chairman also Declared an Interest in respect of:

· NALC AGM (Personal: MTC’s representative on NALC County Committee)
156/11
Questions from the Public

There were no questions received from members of the public. However, a petition to request the re-location of a redundant ‘bus shelter at Springhill Walk to the Morpeth Common end of Spelvit Lane was formally presented by Mr Mordue on behalf of residents, and requesting MTC support.. This was duly received and will be referred to the next meeting of the Property and Assets Committee for consideration.
The Chairman thanked Mr Mordue and residents for their determination and effort.
Mr Mordue left the meeting at this point.
157/11
Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on  
13th July 2011
The Minutes were approved as a true record:
In Matters Arising:
Min.96/11 (51/11) -  Flood Update, including Flood Insurance
It was reported that: 
(i) Subsequent to the Flood Summit on 19th July 2011, it was agreed that a recommendation would be submitted to the Secretary of State by next spring.

(ii) The Morpeth Town Council Flood Risk Insurance Working Group (MTCFRIWG) will continue to lobby MPs and Ministers across the country. 

(iii) A letter from Defra, confirming that the Department is working together with the National Flood Forum (NFF) and Insurance representatives to secure the continued availability of flood insurance when the Statement of Principles ceases in 2013, was read out.

(iv) At the meeting of the Flood Action Group (MFAG) on 12th September 2011, the Environment Agency (EA) confirmed that a meeting to decide the Flood Project funding will be held in October.

(v) Work is starting to assemble the team for the preliminary work.

(vi) MTCFRIWG met with Charles Tucker (NFF) and discussed tactics and it was agreed to lobby in parallel.
Min. 96/11 (51/11)  (441/10) (398/10 - Transfer of Devolved Services from NCC 

A second Brainstorming Session has been arranged for Saturday 8th October 2011 (10:00 – 13:00 pm at Storey Park Community Centre. All members were encouraged to attend.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter
Min. 96/11 (51/11) (441/10) (402/10) – Community Forums 
The proposed Community Forum Constitution was discussed and it was agreed that the following recommendations be made to Full Council:

It would be a mistake to walk away from the Community Forum, but MTC should write to them and advise that in the view of MTC, the proposed Constitution is not representative of what a Community Forum should be, and:

(i)
The proposed “revised Constitution” makes it virtually impossible for parish and town councils to be members to act as officers of the Forum – they will be faced with declaring prejudicial interests whenever items affecting their council are debated;

(ii) MTC is the elected Community Leader, and as such see the way forward is through parish clustering, as MTC cannot operate within the proposed Constitution.;

(iii) MTC has concerns regarding the membership of the Forum as some of the key players are not now involved or engaging in the process;

(iv) Notwithstanding (iii), above, MTC would be happy to support the Community Forum and attend meetings, although it cannot be actively involved because of a conflict of interests.

    Min. 96/11  – Grant and Subsidy Applications 
Councillors Dr N Best, K Brown and P Taylor (Mayor) will form the 2012 – 2015 Subsidy Panel and a meeting will be held on 20th September to consider the next three-year awards.
Min. 96/11 (59/11)  – Area Committee Issues
Councillors D Parker and Dr N Best did not attend the September meeting. 

Min. 100/11 -  Review of Polling District and Polling Places
A copy of the response received from the Service Manager (Democratic Services, NCC), following MTC comments, was received.

Min. 103/11 -  NCC Car Parking Strategy
A copy of the response received from the Car Parking Manager (NCC), following concerns raised by MTC, was received

Agreed:-  It was agreed that, as no reply had yet been received from the police, that a further letter be issued.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in this matter
158/11
Chairman’s Question Time
There were no Members’ questions presented to the Chairman on this occasion.
159/11
Authorisation of Payments 
A revised list of payments to creditors for September, totalling £32,267.26, was circulated and approved.
Councillor P Taylor Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.

160/11
Grant and Subsidy Applications
There were no new grant or subsidy applications received this month.
161/11
Town Hall Update
For members’ information, unless there is a financial implication for MTC, this item will be included on the Property and Assets Committee agenda in the future.

It was reported, however, that the income target for the year has already been exceeded, the main source being the revenue from the Registrar room hire  for weddings.
162/11
Joint Meeting of Parish/Town Councils with NCC

The Morpeth meeting will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday 10th October 2011 in the Corn Exchange, and MTC will be represented by Councillors Dr N Best and D Parker (Chairman). Morpeth.  Any councillor may also attend as a member of the public and other meetings are available at Ashington (12th October 2011), Berwick (13th October 2011) and Stocksfield (11th October 2011).
MTC will put forward the following questions:
(i) NALC and CAN have resourced parish and town councils throughout the County, and  a change in the arrangement of voluntary commissioning could cause difficulties for both:

No question is to be raised, but the issue of NALC funding to be discussed at NALC County AGM.
(ii) Availability of the draft Northumberland Charter Mark II to enable parish and town councils adequate time to consider the budgetary implications involved.
(iii) Transfer of Assets, Leases, etc. MTC is especially concerned regarding the transfer of leases for the allotments.

Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in this matter and left the room for the duration of the debate (7:30 – 7:40 pm)

Councillor M Horton left the meeting at 7:41 pm
This committee will consider the Draft Charter, when received.

Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter
.

163/11
Area Committee Issues

There were no questions to be forwarded to Area Committee at this time. 
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter
164/11
NALC AGM
The NALC AGM will take place on Saturday 22nd October 2011 in the Storey Park Community Centre and, following an invitation to submit questions for inclusion on the agenda, it was agreed that queries be raised regarding:

· NALC funding to support parish and town councils;

· Contract with DCLG: can the County Association say what is happening for training in Northumberland?
Councillor D Parker (Chairman) Declared a Personal interest in this matter.
165/11
Youth Provision

Representatives of Blyth Valley Arts and Leisure (BVAL), Barnabas Safe and Sound and a youth worker from KEVI School have been invited to attend September Full Council to present a case for Youth Service Provision. It is hoped that a united programme will be formulated and this will assist the Subsidy Panel to assess a comprehensive award for Youth Services in Morpeth. 

166/11 
Allotments
It was greed that up to £2.5k be allocated from Continencies to enable the clearance of ground and erection of fencing to section the allotments, as many of the plots are indistinguishable.  
167/11 
Any Other Urgent Business – Boundary Commission
Members were informed that the Boundary Commission document in respect of  proposals for a review of ward boundaries will soon be available for consultation. 

Following this announcement and the discussion of items in Closed Session, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8:20 pm with Councillors D Parker (Chairman), Dr N Best, K Brown, L Cassie, P Taylor (Mayor) and A Tebbutt  present.
The Chairman requested that the following Resolution be passed to exclude the press and public for discussion of the following agenda items:

“That under Section 100A (40 of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during the disclosure of the following item on the agenda as they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of the Schedule 12A in the 1972 Act as indicated below.”

The items are of a personal nature: Letting of Former Town Council Offices

Write off Consent Form Entries
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