 
Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Full Council Committee

Wednesday 27th July 2011

at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

Present:

Councillors:
P Taylor
-

Mayor




K Brown




L Cassie 





D Herne
-

arrived at 6:37 am
M Horton
-

Deputy Mayor




I Lindley
-

arrived at 6:35 pm




D Parker




G Trotter





Mrs J Yannakoyorgou

Clerks:

Miss G Turner



Mrs A Logan




Mrs S Matthews
Absent Councillors:

Dr N Best

-
Apologies Received



J Ferstenberg
-
No Apologies Received

Mrs J Tantawy
-
Apologies Received
A Tebbutt

-
Apologies Received

D Thompson

-
Apologies Received

R Thompson

-
Apologies Received
Northumberland County Councillor D Woodard also attended and apologies were received from Councillor D Moore.


122/11
Presentation

The Mayor welcomed ‘Alex’ and ‘Sarah’, who gave a very interesting presentation on behalf of Al-Anon, an organisation to offer help, support and friendship to the families and friends of where a member has an alcohol problem. MTC agreed to assist in promoting the organisation and the representatives will liaise with the Clerk. 
123/11
Mayor’s Announcements
(i) The Mayor welcomed NCC David Woodard to the meeting, and new Morpeth Town Council(MTC) Councillor, David Herne.

(ii) Northumbria In Bloom Judging on 18th July 2011 was very well received. 
(iii)
The annual Mayor at Home event will be held on Wednesday 17th August 2011.

(iii) A Wedding Fair Open evening will take place on Thursday 25th August 2011 (6:00 – 9:00 pm) to promote usage of the Town Hall. Morpeth and local businesses will be represented.

(iv) An invitation was received from Contact Mental Health Group to attend the 25th Anniversary celebrations on 19th August 2011.

(v) The Mayor reminded members of the Chinese Banquet Evening to be held on 3rd October 2011, and for which a table has been reserved: requests for a place should be made directly to the Clerk.
(vi) All present were invited to join Councillor Taylor in the Mayor’s Parlour after the meeting for refreshments.

124/11
Mayor’s Diary

A schedule of events attended by the Mayor/Deputy Mayor for July was received.
125/11
Declarations of Interest

The Mayor received Declarations of Interest from: 
Councillor L Cassie in respect of:

· A.O.B - Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT) -  (Personal: Member)
Councillor M Horton in respect of:

· A.O.B - Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT) -  (Personal: Member)
 I Lindley in respect of:

· Membership of Outside Bodies - Clusters -  (Personal: NCC Executive Member)
· Policies – Reduction of Litter, Dog Fouling and Chewing Gum -  (Personal: NCC Executive Member)

· Northumberland County Council Issues (Personal: NCC Member)

· Joint meetings with NCC and parish/town councils (Personal: NCC Member)

· Planning and Transport Delegations (Personal: NCC Member)
· Parish Clusters – admin. support (Personal: NCC Member)
Councillor P Taylor (Mayor) in respect of:

· A.O.B - Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT) -  (Personal: Member)
126/11
Questions from the Public

There were no questions received from members of the public to be addressed at this meeting.
127/11
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 27th April 2011
The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th April 2011 were approved

In Matters Arising:
Min.466/10 (424/10)   -  Citation Awards 

It was proposed and unanimously agreed, that the Citation Awards will be managed by the Finance and General Purposes Committee (FGP), due to the financial implications.
128/11
Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2011
With the following correction, the Minutes of the meeting held on 18th May 2011 were approved:

Min.02/11- line 4 – Election of Mayor: Replace “Clerk” with “Mayor”

There were no matters arising.

129/11
Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting (Approval of Accounts, only)

held on Wednesday 15th June 2011
The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th June 2011 were approved
There were no matters arising.
130/11 Mayor’s Question Time
No questions had been submitted to the Mayor for dialogue in accordance with MTC’s Standing Orders requirement as an agenda item. 
131/11 Policies
Draft Policies in respect of the Reduction of Litter, Dog Fouling and Chewing Gum, Plastic  Bag-free Town and Consolidated Flood Policy were received and unanimously approved, enabling the FGP Committee to consider a budget which will allow strategies to be developed. 
The Deputy Mayor formally thanked the Clerk and Committees for preparing the Policies.

132/11 Communications Group

Currently, the Town Plan Monitoring Group and Property and Asset Management Committee oversee the promotion and branding of MTC, including the Town Cryer, but it was considered that this be better administered by a Communications Group, which will also embrace the use of social media, such as Facebook.

Agreed:-  It was proposed and unanimously agreed that a Communications Group be established, complete with Terms of Reference. This will be prepared by the Clerk and Councillor K Brown, and presented to the next Full Council meeting. Subsequent to the approval of the Terms of Reference, membership of the Communications Group will be determined.
133/11 Funding for Market Place Events

A report by Councillor Ken Brown with regard to funding Market Place Events was considered.
Agreed:-  It was proposed and unanimously agreed that :

· A maximum of £300 be given from the Tourism Budget as matched funding for contributions given by the Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade (CoT) and GMDT. ;
· MTC to be represented on the Steering Group organising the events. Councillor K Brown was proposed and unanimously agreed;
· The content of the Steering Group meetings to be presented to the FGP Committee for approval.

134/11Northumberland County Council Issues
County Councillors David Woodard and Ian Lindley (also of MTC) answered members’ questions in respect of:

· Planning Protocols at Hearings– Councillor Woodard advised that only additional objections/comments should be brought to Planning Hearings, avoiding repetition of those previously submitted and already included in the Case Officer’s report. He will make available his personal copy of the case Officer’s report, where required, and a copy of the agenda for the Planning Hearing may be obtained from Karen Ledger, NCC.
· Supporting People Contracts
Concern was expressed regarding the issue of termination notices for contracts in early November and what alternative provision would be made.

Agreed:-  
Funding for the programme Supporting People has ended and has been transferred to the overall local authority support grant. The service will not be withdrawn, but is subject to a 
review of all support service provision, currently being undertaken by NCC. To comply with Regulations and enable consideration of new contracts, those people engaged in the Supporting People programme were formally advised. 
It was agreed that Councillor Woodard would forward the email received from Daljit Lally clarifying the position. 

· Potholes at Lancaster park
Concern was expressed regarding the length of time taken from reporting to filling-in of potholes at Lancaster Park. A request was also made to MTC  that ‘Roads and Footpaths’ be included on future P and T agendas.’
· Flooding of Footpaths and adjacent land – central footpath, and bottom of Leslie’s View, Lancaster Park – This problem has been considered by Morpeth NCC Councillors, together with Richard Hayes. Concern was also expressed regarding the potential of trip hazards due to uneven pavement surfaces, and whether risk assessments had been undertaken at this location.

It was suggested that a meeting be held with MTC and NCC representatives at Lancaster Park and a case for improvements be prepared.*
With regard to carriage way resurfacing, MTC will look again whether this has been included in LTP requests. (to also be an agenda item for 7th September 2011 Planning and Transport (P and T ) meeting.
* For MTC: Councillors L Cassie and G Trotter; For NCC: Councillor D Moore.

· Consultation on Traffic Management -  An all-Member Working Party will consider such issues as car parking (Civil Enforcement), commencing in January 2012.
The Mayor thanked both NCC Councillors for their comments.
135/11
Joint Meetings with NCC and Parish/Town Councils

Details  of the North Area Meeting to be held on 10th October 2011 at 6:00 pm at a Morpeth Area venue, to be advised at a later date, were received, together with optional alternatives.

Agreed:-  It was agreed that the following be ascertained:

· Number of representatives permitted (Councillors Dr N Best and D Parker are regular MTC representatives);

· The deadline for submission of questions;

· FGP to formulate MTC questions. 

136/11 Planning and Transport Committee Delegations

Councillor D Parker requested that the following amendments be made to MTC’s Standing Orders:

“That whilst MTC Committee  meetings are not held in August, where major planning applications are received, the Clerk to summon an Extraordinary Meeting of the P and T Committee to discuss the same.”

In all other cases, the usual Plenary Powers will be implemented for planning applications during August. Members of P and T to receive planning lists and dates of applications received which have not yet been included on a NCC list, to enable compliance with the “21 day” response period.
Both proposals were unanimously approved.
137/11 Parish Clusters – Admin Support

It was unanimously agreed to support a request that MTC provides interim Admin. Support to the Parish Cluster. This will be effected electronically by the Clerk.
138/11Any Other Urgent Business: GMDT AGM
MTC’s official representative, councillor D Thompson, is unable to attend due to illhealth. However, as the AGM is an open meeting, other councillors were welcome to attend.
Concern was expressed regarding the possible exclusion of NCC and MTC directors on the Board.
There as no other urgent business to discuss, and the meeting concluded at 8:40 pm with Councillors L Cassie, D Herne, M Horton (Deputy Mayor), I Lindley, D Parker, P Taylor (Mayor), G Trotter  and Mrs J Yannakoyorgou present for MTC and Councillor D Woodard for NCC. [image: image1.png]
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