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        23rd May 2011
MORPETH TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council  
held on Wednesday 18th May 2011 in the Ballroom of the Town Hall, Morpeth
01/11
Present:

Councillors:
K Brown: Mayor



Dr N Best

L Cassie



M Horton


D Parker


P Taylor: Deputy Mayor

A Tebbutt

D Thompson


R Thompson



G Trotter


Mrs J Yannakoyorgou


Clerks:

Miss G Turner



Mrs A Logan



Mrs S Matthews

A Piper from the Morpeth Pipe Band and Guests also attended.

Apologies for Absence were received from Councillors  Ferstenburg, I Lindley and 

Mrs J Tantawy.
02/11
Election of Mayor of Morpeth Town for the Year 2011/2012
All present arose for the piping-in of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Clerk. The Mayor opened the meeting, welcoming guests and expressing how much he has enjoyed his two years in the Office of Mayor, and previously as Chairman of Morpeth Town Council.
The Clerk invited proposals for Mayor for the forthcoming year.

Councillor P Taylor was proposed by Councillor K Brown (Retiring Mayor) and this was seconded by Councillor D Parker. The proposal was unanimously agreed.
    
Tributes to the newly-elected Mayor were given by the Proposer and Seconder and the Mayor was formally Robed. Declarations of Acceptance and Oath of Allegiance were said and signed by the Mayor. These were duly witnessed by the Clerk and Proposer and Seconder, as appropriate to the document.  A traditional Bell Peal to welcome the new Mayor resounded.
The Mayor thanked Councillor Brown, Members and Staff and looked forward to his coming year of Office.
03/11
Election of Deputy Mayor of Morpeth Town for the Year 2011/2012
The Mayor invited proposals for Deputy Mayor.

Councillor M Horton was proposed by Councillor A Tebbutt and seconded by Councillor G Trotter.

The proposal was unanimously agreed.
    .
Tributes to the newly-elected Deputy Mayor were given by the Proposer and Seconder and the Declaration of Office duly signed.

The Mayor observed the tradition of handing around the ceremonial Snuff Box and invited members to partake of the contents.
04/11
Declarations of Interest 

The Mayor received Declarations of Interest from:
Councillor D Parker in respect of:
NALC Meetings in the County (Personal: Council Representative)

Councillor A Tebbutt in respect of:

All matters appertaining to Northumberland County Council (Personal: NCC Executive Member)

05/11
Financial Signatories 2011/2012
It was unanimously agreed to re-appoint the current signatories to sign cheques on behalf of the Town Council:
Councillors K Brown, D Parker, P Taylor, A Tebbutt and R Thompson.

In addition, the Deputy Mayor Mark Horton is to be added as a signatory on the account.  The Clerk will also be added to the list in order to manage the day to day bank reconciliation requirements, but will not be a cheque signatory.

06/11
Membership of Committees

The following councillors were proposed and votes taken: 
Finance and General Purposes

Chairman:

  Councillor:
D Parker 

Vice-Chairman: Councillor:
L Cassie 
Members:
 Councillors
Dr N Best, K Brown, J Ferstenburg, A Tebbutt, R Thompson  



Mayor and Deputy Mayor - ex-officio
Election of Chair/Vice-Chair:
For:     10;
Against:     0;
     Abstention:      1;
Planning and Transport

Chairman:

Councillor:
G Trotter
Vice-Chairman:
Councillor:
P Taylor
Members:
Councillors:
Dr N Best, M Horton, I Lindley, D Parker, R Thompson, Mrs J Tantawy; 

Mrs J Yannakoyorgou 
 
  Mayor and Deputy Mayor - ex-officio
Election of Chair/Vice-Chair:
For:     10;
Against:     0;
     Abstention:      1;
Property and Asset Management

Chairman:
Councillor:
K Brown 

Vice-Chairman:
Councillor:
Mrs J Yannakoyorgou 
Members:
Councillors:
J Ferstenberg, M Horton, I Lindley A Tebbutt, D Thompson, G Trotter, 
Mrs J Yannakoyorgou



Mayor and Deputy Mayor - ex-officio
Election of Chair/Vice-Chair:
For:     10;
Against:     0;
     Abstention:      1;

Membership of Working Groups

The following councillors were appointed to working groups following a vote, and Chairs and Vice-Chairs will be confirmed at the next meeting of the Committee/Group; the Mayor and Deputy Mayor will be included on all, ex-officio.

Christmas Lights

Chairman:


Councillor P Taylor (Mayor)
Councillors:


Councillors K Brown, M Horton, Mrs J Tantawy
Members of the

Public/Other Orgs:


Representatives of NCC and the Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade
Election of Committee::     
For:
10;
Against:     0;
     Abstention:      1;
Emily Wilding Davison – Under administration of NCC
Currently D Parker, Mrs J Tantawy, P Taylor (Mayor) and A Tebbutt. (Councillor A Tebbutt is also a County Councillor and Chairman of this Committee). The Group also has representatives from NCC and outside organisations.
Election of Committee::     
For:
10;
Against:     0;
     Abstention:      1;
Northumbria/Britain in Bloom

Chairman:

Councillor P Taylor (Mayor)
Members:

Councillors K Brown, M Horton, P Taylor, R Thompson

Members of the

Public/Other Orgs:
 Representatives of the Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade, NCC, Heighley Gate and others representing Morpeth organisations
Election of Committee:
Unanimous

Town Plan Monitoring Group
Chairman:

Councillor Dr N Best
Members:
Councillors K Brown, D Parker, D Thompson and G Trotter
Election of Committee:     
Unanimous

Town Cryer (Inside Morpeth)
Chairman:

Councillor K Brown
Members:

Councillors Dr N Best, D Parker, P Taylor (Mayor)
Election of Committee:
Unanimous
Allotments
Members:
Councillors Dr N Best, M Horton and P Taylor (Mayor)
Election of Committee:     
Unanimous

MTC Flood Insurance Working Group
Members:
Councillors D Parker (Chairman)Other representatives on this group are members of the Morpeth Flood Action Group (Alan Bell, John Best, Trevor Walmsley) and Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade (George Williams)

Agreed:  It was agreed that one of the NCC Morpeth Councillors be invited to join this group. 
08/11 Membership of Procedural Committees

The constitution of these committees remains unchanged:

Appeals Committee

Mayor of the Town Council, plus two councillors to be appointed by the Mayor when required;

Deputy Mayor of the Town Council, plus two councillors to be appointed by the Chairman when required.


Complaints Committee

Mayor of the Town Council, plus two councillors to be appointed by the Mayor when required;

Deputy Mayor of the Town Council, plus two councillors to be appointed by the Chairman when required.


Disciplinary Committee

Mayor of the Town Council, plus two councillors to be appointed by the Mayor when required;

Deputy Mayor of the Town Council, plus two councillors to be appointed by the Chairman when required.


09/11 Representatives on Outside Bodies

It was unanimously agreed that the following councillors will represent the Town Council on Outside Bodies during 2011/12: 

Although the constitution of some organisations specified ‘Town Council Chairman’ as the representative, it was previously agreed that this not be applied in certain situations where to do so would create a ‘divided loyalty’ position for that councillor. The Chairman is therefore not compelled to take up this appointment but may designate the role to another elected member.
	                                           Organisation
	                 Councillor

	Age Concern
	D Thompson

	DAWN
	D Parker 

	CM Disability Association
	D Thompson

	Friends of Morpeth Museum
	K Brown

	Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT)
	D Thompson

	Heritage Collections Steering Group
	K Brown

	Hunter Memorial Homes
	D Parker and D Moore (NCC Councillor)

	Local Multi Agency Problem Solving (LMAPS) formerly the CDRP
	L Cassie

	Mary Hollon Trust
	D Thomson

	Millennium Green
	L Cassie 

	Morpeth District Community Forum
	Dr N Best, L Cassie, M Horton,

D Parker

	Newcastle and Northumberland Society
	Dr N Best

	Northumberland Association of Local Councils
	K Brown, D Parker 

	Northumberland Playing Fields Association
	Mrs J Tantawy

	Police Liaison
	D Thompson


The Mayor also attends Morpeth and District Chamber of Trade meetings
10/11 Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 27th April 2011
The Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 27th April 2011 were confirmed as a true record. There were no matters arising. 
11/11
Minutes of the Annual Assembly Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2011
The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2011 were received for information only, and will be confirmed at the 2012 Annual Assembly.  

12/11
Urgent Matters for Discussion – Attendance at Meetings
(i)
Members were encouraged to attend the following meetings, some of which will be chaired by Councillor D Parker:
Northumberland Association of Local Councils (NALC) – Meet the Members

 Meetings at Wooler (23rd May 2011), Prudhoe (2nd June 2011), Lynemouh (7th June 2011) and 
Felton(7th June 2011).
(ii) Consideration was given for representation at the National Association of Local Councils 
        (NALC) - Communities in Action Conferences and Exhibitions
 
      Bristol (15th June 2011), Sheffield (19th July 2011), London (22nd September 2011)   
        Agreed:-  It was agreed thst further information regarding these conferences be   

        obtained and that this item be referred to the next meeting of the Finance and General 

        Purposes Committee (FGP).

13/11   Conclusion
· The Mayor formally presented the chain of Office to his wife, Mrs Joan Taylor, as Lady Mayoress for 2011/2012.

· The Deputy Mayor announced apologies for absence of his wife and Escort (Deputy Lady Mayoress - Mrs Lynn Horton).

There was no other urgent business to discuss and the  formal meeting concluded at 7:50 pm. The Mayor then invited all members and guests present to join him for the hospitality of the evening.[image: image1.png]
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