
Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Property and Asset Management  Committee

Wednesday 20th April 2011
at 6:30 pm in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall, Morpeth

Present:
Councillors:
P Taylor

-
Chair




K Brown

-
Mayor 




A Tebbutt



Mrs J Yannakoyorgou













Clerk:

Miss G Turner



Mrs A Logan
Absent 

M Horton
-
Apologies Received

Councillors:
I Lindley
-
Apologies received


D Thompson
-
Apologies Received
452/10
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
There were no Committee Chairman’s announcements. 
453/10
Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor thanked everyone who had participated in the Morpeth Lions Swimathon event, at which over £300 was raised in sponsorship. The overall total for the charity event has not yet been advised. 
454/10
Declarations of Interest

The Chairman received Declarations of Interest from: 
Councillor A Tebbutt in respect of:

· Matters in respect of Review of Morpeth Town Plan topics relating to Northumberland County Council (NCC) – Personal – Member of NCC)
- Policy and Strategy for the reduction of litter, dog fouling, chewing gum;

- Operational Management of the Town Hall;

- Town Hall Marketing Plan.
455/10
Questions from the Public

A request to site a litter bin on the footpath leading from the railway station to the A197 junction was received.

Agreed:-  It was agreed that MTC is sympathetic to the request; however, the installation of a bin will be dependent on whether NCC operatives have available access to the location and are able to include the additional collection and emptying service in their schedule. It was therefore agreed that a further letter be issued to the NCC NEAT Team to ascertain the position.
456/10
Minutes of the Property and Asset Management Committee held on  20th April 2011
The Minutes were approved as a true record.

In Matters Arising:
Min.382/10(iii) Mayor’s Announcements 

See Above (453/10) 

Min.386/0 (317/09 – Transfer of Assets from Northumberland County Council (NCC)

It was reported that the Clerk and Chair and Vice-Chair of the Finance and General Purposes Committee will meet representatives from NCC at 10:00 am on 12th May 2011 to discuss further the Transfer of Assets.

Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a personal Interest in this matter.
457/10
Chairman of Committee’s Question Time

The following question was received:

(i) Use of Buttermarket
The Buttermarket is a reception/exhibition space, only and not for commercial hire. As the policy for use of the Buttermarket has just been agreed, a review will be undertaken in 12 months.
The Buttermarket should not be hired unless the Town Hall is booked in its entirety.
458/10
Review of Morpeth Town Plan

The following draft policies were circulated and considered by this Committee:

· Policy and Strategy for the reduction of litter, dog fouling and chewing gum
Agreed:-  The draft policy, subject to minor amendments,  was approved for recommendation to Full Council on 27th July 2011.

Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
· Policy and Strategy to encourage Morpeth to be a plastic bag free town
Agreed:-  Subject to  minor amendments, the draft policy was approved for recommendation to Full Council. 

· Operational Management of the Town Hall 
Agreed:- The draft policy in respect of the above will be referred to April Full Council for ratification.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
· Town Hall Marketing Plan 
This will be to be considered by this Committee at its October meeting.
Councillor A Tebbutt Declared a Personal Interest in this matter.
459/10
Display and Update of Town Hall Assets 
Members considered the display of current and additional Town Hall Assets. It was agreed that few people have knowledge of the building, and therefore:
· A booklet and historical record listing all the artefacts in the Town Hall to be produced. This to be use for marketing purposes;
· Pictures currently in storage should be displayed or archived with a list detailing the same;

· A brass plaque of former Borough of Morpeth Mayors to include Morpeth Town Mayors from 2009;
· Morpeth Herald to include a story of items in the Town Hall. (display and in storage)
460/10
Any Other Urgent Business

It was agreed that a Fire and Safety Risk Assessment for the Town Council Offices be prepared and reported to a future meeting of this Committee.
Following the discussion of this item, the meeting concluded at 8:00 pm with Councillors P Taylor (Chairman), K Brown (Mayor) A Tebbutt and Mrs J Yannakoyorgou present.
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