Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Planning and Transport Committee Meeting

held on Wednesday 26th January 2011 at 6:30 pm
in the Council Chamber of Morpeth Town Hall

Present:

Councillors:
G Trotter

-
Chairman
Dr N Best
K Brown

-
Mayor
I Lindley 

D Parker

P Taylor

-
Deputy Mayor 
Mrs J Yannakoyorgou

Clerks:
Mrs A Logan

Mrs S Matthews
Absent 
Councillors:
K Kirkbride


-
No Apologies received for meeting

Mrs J Tantawy

-
Apologies received for meeting
338/10
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
There were no Committee Chairman’s announcements.
339/10
Mayor’s Announcements
There were no Mayor or Deputy Mayor’s announcements. 
340/10
Declarations of Interest 

Declarations of Interest were received from the Chairman, only:
Councillor G Trotter in respect of:
(
Planning Application CM/20110040 – Morpeth Harriers (Personal – Member of the Club) 

(
Planning Application CM/20110022 – Fountain House (Personal and Prejudicial – Owner of Company known) 

341/10
Town and Country Planning Act 1990

(i)
Planning Lists


Planning applications for the period 21st December 2010 – 10th January 2011, and those applications for which no list had been received were considered. 
It was agreed that, subject to the information available at the time, there were no objections to plan nos: 

CM/20071079*,  CM/20100774**,  CM/20110001,  CM/20110002,  CM/20110009,  CM/20110021,  

CM/20110026  and CM/20110030
*         The Chairman Declared a Personal Interest in this matter. 

**    Discussed at 24th November 2010 meeting
With regard to application CM/20100839 – Fell and remove T1 and replace with new tree and fell and remove T2 and replace with new tree at Peacock Gap, Morpeth
No plans were available and there were concerns regarding what the visual impact new trees could have on the north entrance to Morpeth. It was requested, therefore, that the replacement trees should be mature specimens.
With regard to application CM/20110004 – Erection of garage on land opposite 58A Newgate Street, Morpeth and former site of garage 7 years previously
It was requested that the new garage should be aesthetically pleasing and in keeping with the present street scene. The condition of the pavements should be maintained.
With regard to application CM/20110020 – Erection of conservatory at 9 Mains Place, Morpeth 
MTC has previously objected to this application, when considered with an additional submission for the adjacent property (No. 10) It therefore re-iterates its previous objections that:

· The scale of the development is inappropriate for this area;
· The development is inappropriate for this area;
· Were there any previous restrictions on this development, considering it lies within the Conservation Area of Morpeth?
And in light of the current submission, MTC would further add:
· Despite the Planning Officer’s endeavours to make changes to the plans, the scale of this same, and is uneasy that -
· This would set a precedent for the other three houses. Would the Planning Officer’s  be happy with the cumulative impact this effect would have in the Conservation Area?

· Clarification is also requested regarding the distinction between ‘conservatory’ and ‘extension’.
The Chairman Declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the following matter and left the room for the duration of the discussion – 6:53pm – 6:55pm. The Vice-Chairman (and also Deputy Mayor) took the Chair.
With regard to application CM/20110022 – Change of use from D1 to A1/A2 at Fountain House, New Market, Morpeth
There were no objections in principle to this application, however, members queried:

· Why was there a change of use? This is prime retail space;
· Does the ‘change of use’ give permitted rights for future development?
· If there are any future structural changes and/or change to commercial use, will a further, full application be submitted?

The Chairman returned to the room and took the Chair.
Adjacent Parishes:

Subject to the information available at the time, there were no objections to plan no: 

CM/20110005 – Mitford Parish (Tranwell Woods)
However, members asked whether there has been any change in the Tree Code in recent years, as there were concerns regarding the extensive tree removal works being undertaken at Tranwell Woods. 

(ii) Therefusal of Planning Permission for CM/20100775 at Lowbank, Fulbeck, Morpeth, was noted.

 342/10
Licensing

There were no new license applications to be considered at this meeting; however, it was reported that an application for J D Weatherspoons will be discussed at the next meeting of this Committee.
343/10
Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
A copy of a TPO for land at 16 Heathfield, Stobhill Grange, Morpeth, was received.

344/10
Any Other Urgent Business
There was no other urgent business to be discussed, and the meeting concluded at 6:58 pm with Councillors G Trotter (Chairman of this Committee) Dr N Best, K Brown (Mayor), 

I Lindley, D Parker, P Taylor (Deputy Mayor) and Mrs J Yannakoyorgou present.[image: image1.png]
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