Morpeth Town Council

Minutes of the Property and Asset Management Committee
Wednesday 7th December 2011
At 6:30 pm in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall  

Present:

Councillors:
K Brown  


-
Chairman  


M Horton 


- 
Deputy Mayor

A Tebbutt



D Thompson





G Trotter 

Clerks:

Miss G Turner

Mrs A Logan 

Absent 


Councillors:
Mrs J Yannakoyorgou 
-
Apologies received




D Herne 


-
Apologies received 




I Lindley 


- 
Apologies received 




P Taylor (Mayor) 

- 
Apologies received 

299/11
Committee Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman advised that Cllr David Herne is now a new member to the Committee. 
Members were advised that incidents of vandalism had occurred over the last two weekends in the paddling pool area and in the skate park. The police were aware of the problems and would monitor and investigate CCTV footage. Concerns were raised regarding the increase of metal thefts in the area.  
300/11
Mayor’s Announcements

The Deputy Mayor advised that the Deputy Mayoress had attended the Catholic Women’s Guild Christmas Event and had enjoyed a fantastic evening. A letter of thanks would be sent on her behalf. 
  301/11 Declarations of Interest 


 The Chairman received Declarations of Interest from: 

Councillor A Tebbutt in respect of;


Transfer of Assets from Northumberland County Council


( Personal – Member of NCC ) 


Plastic Bag Free Town Policy

  
( Personal – Member of Groundworks ) 


Councillor K Brown in respect of;


Town Hall – Display Space in Buttermarket 


( Personal – Chair of Heritage Collection Steering Group ) 

302/11  Public Question Time 

There were no questions from the public.  
303/11   Minutes of the Property & Asset Management Committee Meeting held on 

   Wednesday 5th October 2011.
The minutes of the above meeting were accepted and approved as a true record. 
304/11
 Matters Arising  
Min.196/11 – request for a bus shelter at Spelvit Lane   

Members were advised that local consultation had been undertaken and the bus shelter is planned to be installed in February 2012. Publicity with Cllr Tebbutt and the local resident who presented the petition would be arranged at that time. 

Min.198/11 transfer of Assets from Northumberland County Council 
The Clerk reported that a positive arrangement between NCC and MTC regarding the provision of local public conveniences had been agreed and full details of the financial arrangements would be discussed at the Finance & General Purpose Committee Meeting on 14th December 2011. 
Members were informed that the Allotment site at Middle Greens/ Allery Banks has now been formally transferred from Northumberland County Council to Morpeth Town Council. Tommy’s Field Allotment Site is due to be transferred in the near future. 
County Councillor Andrew Tebbutt raised the issue of the Terrace Car Park Toilets and confirmed that both he and County Councillor David Moore would be able to allocate £7,000 each from their NCC member’s scheme budget for refurbishment and upgrade of this facility. It was agreed that quotations for the works be investigated and the project considered at the next meeting of the Property & Assets Committee Meeting on 1st February 2012.  
County Councillor Andrew Tebbutt raised the issue of the Football Changing room facilities at Storey Park Community Centre and it was agreed that a full strategic risk assessment will be undertaken to consider the implications of any service or asset transfer. 

Min.43/11– MTC Treasures 
(i)Town Hall Booklet 

A booklet and historical record listing all the artefacts in the Town Hall is to be produced. It was agreed to approach the Greater Morpeth Development Trust (GMDT) with a brief to acquire funding to undertake the project to be completed to co-incide with the 300th anniversary of the Town Hall Façade in 2014. 
(ii)Pictures in Storage

Work is ongoing to catalogue and display the art work in the Town Hall. 
(iii)Brass Plaques in Council Chambers 

Arrangements for the updating and inscribing of the plaques are to be progressed.  
(iv)Press Stories of Town Treasures  

Work is ongoing to provide interesting articles to the press regarding the town treasures.   
Min.201/11– Review of Town Council Assets 

(i)Junior Climbing Frame – Carlisle Park 

The supplier representative has indicated that the piece of equipment can be repaired and will not need to be replaced.  

(ii)Junior Slide – Carlisle Park  

Satisfactory recommended improvements have been completed.

(iii)Embankment Slides – Church Walk Play Area 

Arrangements for the removal and replacements are to be progressed.   

(iv)Seats & Planters on the High Stanners / Market Place 
All seats will be replaced during December / January and the new planters will be installed in April 2012. Schools in Morpeth have taken up the offer to use the old seats and to undertake any necessary refurbishment.  
305/11
Chairman’s Question Time
No questions from members had been received by the Chairman on this occasion.

306/11
Morpeth Town Hall 
(i) Usage Statistics for the Town Hall were discussed. Members also discussed the financial management arrangements including the opportunity for re-investment into the premises. 

(ii) Morpeth Antiquarians Society and the Friends of Morpeth Museum (FOMM) have previously been offered the facility of installing display cabinets in the Buttermarket with a view to displaying the Antiquarians Collection. As no progress has been made on this issue for over 18 months it was agreed to write to the Chair of the Heritage Steering group who is working with both organisations to request an update on progress with the installation of display cabinets and to advise that alternative arrangements will be made for the display space if no plans are in place by the 1st April 2012. 

Councillor K Brown declared a personal interest in the above item in respect of his role as Chair of the Heritage Steering Group Committee. 
The Clerk informed Members that Rutherfords of Morpeth had kindly provided and dressed the Christmas trees and decorations in the Buttermarket and Ballroom within the Town Hall. It was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr Rutherford.   
307/11
Community Centre User Group Meetings 
Members were provided with notes of the meetings held with users at St James and Storey Park Community Centres. It was agreed that all users are satisfied with the facilities and service provided by Morpeth Town Council. 

308/11
Actions to implement recent Policies  


Members discussed the Plastic Bag Free Policy and the Reduction of Litter, dog fouling and chewing gum policy. 


Members agreed the following actions:-

1. To increase publicity and lobbying of policies.  

2. To promote the policies on the Morpeth Town Council web site. 

3. To support the Chamber of Trade with their activities on trying to make Morpeth a Plastic bag free town. 

4. To invite the Manager of Morrison’s to discuss the plastic bag situation within the Morpeth store.  

5. To invite KEVI students to the Annual assembly each year with a presentation on environmental issues and raise the issues with young persons. 

6. To regularly include articles in the Town Cryer and Inside Morpeth to re-enforce the message. 

309/11
Any Other Urgent Business   
There was no other urgent business to discuss, and the meeting concluded at 7.35pm with Councillors K Brown, M Horton (Deputy Mayor), A Tebbutt, D Thompson and G Trotter present.
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